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Abstract 
The paper attempts to understand the problem of women’s living near the international 

border in Jammu region of the state Jammu and Kashmir. It has been seen that the people 

living near the line of control are evacuated forcefully at the time of cross border firing or 

at the time of war only to save their lives. At that moment the local inhabitants leaves all 

their property & belongings. In that particular situation it becomes worse for women’s to 

leave their home suddenly and to shift in an unfamiliar place, where they face various 

security and privacy challenges. The present paper highlights the problems of those 

forcefully migrated masses without any assets for their survival. In the contemporary 

scenario many public as well as private organizations have started many initiatives to 

aware the peoples about gender awareness. But, still we have witnessed the rise in crime 

and violence against women’s in the society. The present study has discussed about the 

women’s sufferings at the time of cross border firing in the Kathua district of the state 

Jammu and Kashmir. It is a sociological overview of border area of Kathua district. The 

‘border’ context of conflict, however, has remained out of the gaze of political analysts 

and researcher.  
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Introduction 

The present paper has analyzed women’s issues and challenges living near the 

international border in the Kathua district of the state of Jammu and Kashmir. The 
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conflict in gender has been seen in the context of border. Basically this paper has 

looked upon the impact of the border conflict on women’s. Here it doesn’t 

derecognize the binary opposite. But, it’s just an attempt to locate the conditions of 

women’s who are the most sufferers of the impact of the border conflict. Border 

means the administrative and the line that separates the two nations. Line that 

separates the two nations has deeply rooted in various rules, regulations and 

governed by international laws. Second, border can be defined as the edge of a 

surface area or an outer boundary. Generally borders are the boundaries between 

two countries which separate two territories. Sometimes the concept of border goes 

beyond the lines and territorial boundaries and takes the shape of violence and 

conflict. It happens when the nations violates the rules and regulations of the 

border. Conflict means the tense situation between the two nations where peoples 

or the communities living close to the border becomes the most sufferers. The 

difficult situation comes when there is something extreme happens between the 

two nations or atmosphere of war or ceasefire violation or the use of weapons.  

 

Surrounding border, there are many concepts revolves. Like conflict, there is 

another term war zone that means extreme violence between the two nations. War 

happens only when the whole treaty of border is being violated and one nation 

conspires against another nation. During war both nation uses heavy weapons 

against each other. Each nation is using its military power to suppress the other 

nation. All such kind of extreme situation affects the lives of the people’s and 

society.   

 

Gender is the social construction of male and female. Both counterparts are 

significant to make society more functional. But, female counterpart always has 

been discriminated more as compare to the male on the basis of biology, role and 
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status. The contemporary period has changed society very drastically. Now the 

statuses of women’s are improving very fast. But, still we have various issues and 

challenges surrounding women’s. This paper has analyzed it in the context of 

border and conflict.  

 

Many public and private organizations in the world have started many initiatives to 

aware the peoples about gender. In fact these groups have focused more on the 

awareness of various genders related issues. Irrespective of such constructive work 

for gender, there are still witnessed the huge crime and violence against women in 

the society.  

 

India has border with Pakistan, Tibet, Nepal, Bhutan, Myanmar, China, Burma and 

Bangladesh in the North. The most tense and sensitive area in present times has 

been the border with Pakistan. Four Indian states, namely Punjab, Jammu and 

Kashmir, Rajasthan and Gujarat has border with Pakistan. While terrorism in 

Punjab has been brought under control, violence continues to be promoted in 

Kashmir from across the border. India has started fencing large sections of its 

border with Pakistan which are vulnerable or are used frequently by infiltrators and 

terrorists. The total length of India's border with Pakistan is 3310 Kms. 

Table.No.1. Four Indian states share the border with Pakistan as follows: 

State 

 

Length of Borders with Pakistan 

Punjab 547 Kms 

Rajasthan 1035 Kms. 

Gujarat 512 Kms. 

J&K 1216 Kms. 
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Approximately 38,000 sq Kms of Indian Territory are under the occupation of 

China. In addition, under the so-called Sino-Pakistan "boundary agreement" of 

1963, Pakistan has illegally ceded approximately 5120 sq Kms of Indian Territory 

in Pakistan-occupied-Kashmir to China. 

 

Background of the Paper  

The present paper highlights the issues and challenges of women’s living near the 

international border area in the Kathua District of Jammu and Kashmir state. The 

paper conceptualizes and reviews all the relevant literature in the field of border 

and gender. There are many studies conducted on the border and the various 

challenges associated with it. But very little of them have explained the gender 

aspect of border conflict. Therefore, the present paper has been attempted to have a 

deep analysis of the situation of women’s living near the line of control. In this 

way the present paper has focus on two main aspects. First; Understanding 

conflict and gender and second; locating the case of women’s living near the 

border area in Kathua district.  

 

Literature review 

There are many scholars, academicians and researchers who have spoken and 

written about the border and gender in both Indian and western contact. In the 

words of Donnan and Wilson (1999), ‘Borderlands are those locations, sites & 

symbols of power.’ This kind of power is visible through the various kinds of 

measures adopted at border for protection and security. It has human resource to 

guard its boundaries and think wall or barbed wires which defines the identity of 

each nation. These all the protective measures at border have been implemented by 

all the countries all over the world. In other words, the borders are connected with 

the sovereignty and the territorial control of the state. As the central notions of the 

modern states are linked with the concepts of ‘territorialisation’ and ‘exclusive 
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sovereignty’, delineating, demarcating, defining and defending national borders 

have become the most significant processes of these states (Donnan and Wilson, 

1999: 1). 

 

As Van Schendel (2005) note the ‘border’ context of conflict, however, has 

remained out of the gaze of political analysts and researchers. The conflict 

situations of the state have been the focus of numberous upon the ‘Kashmir 

context’ of conflict and have not analyzed the areas and issue beyond Kashmir. 

Border is one such dimension which has not been given due to attention by 

political analysts (Schendel, 2005:3).  

 

In our society inequalities exist on the basis of class, caste, religion, gender, etc. 

Gender is considered as one among these inequalities. Gender is a social 

construction of female and male into feminine and masculine. Due to patriarchal 

ideology women have the subordinate position in this social system. 

 

Simon (2001) argues that at the end of twentieth century the refugee population 

has grown in the world and the result is that there are instabilities the system of 

eco, political, and social after the end cold war .there is refugee and permanent 

settlement movement into a final country. The country provides the assistance to 

those in suffering condition. The term ‘internally displaced’ refers to those who 

lose their homes at the time of war in the borders. Canada has adopted gender 

aware guidelines for use in refugee claimants Cases, and has also implemented a 

process of resettling women who are outside Canada. Yet, relative to men women 

remain quite under-represented in the humanitarian based flows to Canada. Will 

such trends change in the direction of gender party? Second gender stratification 

means that in many areas of the world, women have less experience in the labour 

Suraj Punj Journal For Multidisciplinary Research

Volume 9, Issue 2, 2019

ISSN NO: 2394-2886

Page No:5



6 

 

market or in the formal economy. Related gender roles ensure marriage and 

childbearing at relatively early ages.  

 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights states that everyone has the right to 

take part in the government or public sphere of their country. The empowerment 

and autonomy of women and the improvement of women’s social, economic and 

political status is essential for the achievement of both transparent and accountable 

government, administration and sustainable development in all areas of life. 

Women’s equal participation in decision making is not only a demand to be taken 

into account. But, without the active participation of women and the incorporation 

of women’s perspective at all levels of decision-making, the goals of equality, 

development and peace cannot be achieved (Roy, 2003:1-2). 

 

Objectives of the Paper 

1. To conceptualize gender and conflict.  

2. To analyze the situation of women living near the international border in 

Kathua District of the state, Jammu and Kashmir.  

 

Methodology Adopted  

Creswell (2003) says that, we consider four questions in designing a research study 

or paper: First, what is epistemology? It is a theory in theoretical perspective that 

informs the research, whether it is objective or subjective. Second, what is 

theoretical perspective? It is philosophical stance that lies behind the methodology 

in questions, for e.g. positivism, post-positivism, interpretative, critical theory, etc. 

Third, what is methodology? It is a strategy or plan of action that links method to 

outcomes. It governs our choice and use of methods, for e.g. experimental 

research, survey research, ethnography, etc. Fourth, what are methods? It is the 
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techniques and procedures that we propose to use, e.g. questionnaire, interview, 

focus group, etc (Creswell, 2003:4-5).  

The methodology of the research topic is concerned with research methods, with 

the nature and quality of data produced by various methods and the logic and 

rational behind the use to which those data put in sociological research. The data 

for the study has been collected from both primary and secondary sources; the 

secondary data was collected from different books, newspapers, Journal, 

Magazines etc. The primary data has been collected from the field.  The interview 

schedule has been used while collecting information from the respondents 

 

Approach Applied  

Gender approach has been used to understand the condition of women’s living 

near the border area of Kathua District. Gender role also differs at time of war 

because the situation women’s is horrible. Throughout history women’s living near 

border have been treated like commodity. Sometimes women’s have been forced 

by men’s to cross the border or time of division of the country. In contemporary 

society the situation is still oppressed due to gender and her biology. Because at 

the time of pregnancy for women’s becomes more difficult and challenging to 

move from one place to another for safety.  

 

Rationale of the Study 

The present study provides an overview of the impact of ceasefire or the border 

conflict on the women’s living near the border area of Kathua district. In this way 

this study could be significant for policy formulation. This study has focused 

specifically on the issues of women’s. The status of women’s living near the 

border seems more vulnerable. It’s due to factors like fear, anxiety among the 

peoples, lack of various developmental activities as compare to the other safe 
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zones of the state and lack of various awareness initiatives. This study could be 

useful for public and private bodies to review and rethink on gender related 

discrimination at borders. It also contributes to the knowledge production.  

 

Analysis  

Strategically, Jammu and Kashmir is one of the most significant states of India. It 

has international border with Pakistan, China and Afghanistan.  It has total area 

about 2, 22,236 sq. Km of which 78,114 sq. km. are under the illegal occupation of 

Pakistan and 37,555 sq.km under China. 

 

  Map: Political Map of Jammu and Kashmir.  

 
Source: www.mapsofindia.com 

The area of the study for the purposed research is Kathua district of Jammu and 

Kashmir. This paper has attempted to conduct a study of one village named 
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Panjgrain Brahmana. It has total 120 household. This village is very close to the 

border with Pakistan. The ceasefire and shelling affects the villagers and mostly 

the women’s.  

Map: Kathua District  

 
Source: www.mapsofindia.com 

 

Kathua District has an area of 2502 Sq. Kms. It’s located at 320 17' to 320 55’ 

North Latitude and 750 70' to 760 16’East longitude. It’s covered by Punjab in the 
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South-East, Himachal Pradesh in North-East, District Doda and Udhampur in 

North and North-West, Jammu in the West and Pakistan in the South-West.  

 

The study has taken 50 sample sizes from the entire village. It has 30 females and 

20 males.  

 

Table no. 1.   Sample size 50 (30 Female- 20 Male) 

Gender Age group Literacy rate (%) Class 

Female 15-65  55% Middle class 

 Male 15-70 90% Middle class 

(Data collected from the field) 

 

Above table shows the literacy rate and economy of the field. Female literacy rate 

is less as compared to male. The data reveals that most of the females in the village 

are uneducated. It’s due to various factors like less exposure to females for 

education or marriage at an early age, less awareness by public and private 

organizations to aware females and border conflict. The observation in the field 

has revealed that people who had earlier migrated from Pakistan during partition 

are mostly illiterate and still their generations have not developed much interest in 

learning and education. They encourage males for education as compare to the 

females. This kind of atmosphere discourages the women’s ambitions.  

Table no.2  

Question No. 1. Do you face problems at the time of cross border firing? 
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Gender  Yes No  

Female 100% NA 

Male  100% NA  

(Data collected from the field) 

 From the above table we can understand that people suffer at the time of war 

situation. Both women and men faces problem during the ceasefire violation.  This 

type of tense situation creates the uncenrnities in the life of humans as well as 

domestic cattle’s. But its worst in the case of women’s due to various factors like 

the pregnancy time becomes worst to move from one place to another.  

Table no. 3  

Question no. 4. How women’s are facing different problems as compared to men 

in terms of percentage? 

Gender  20% 40% 60% 80% 100% 

Female      100% 

Male    60%   

(Data collected from the field) 

.This table reveals that women’s are the most sufferers as compare to the females. 

In the villages almost every women has lots of issues and challenges as compare to 

the male. The above table shows 100% women’s have various grievances as 

compare to the 60% men’s who are critical to the border conflict rather.  
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Findings 
The status of women’s living near the border area is very critical. Still women’s 

are unaware about their basic rights. Secondary sources also reveals discrimination 

of women’s through entire historical period in any kind of  society in India as well 

as the villages near to the border zone or war zone. The research also noticed that 

the role of government is changing constantly. Now they have some schemes for 

those peoples who have been evacuated due to tensions/ war at border between the 

two territories. There is no presence of NGO’s/Civil societies working on the 

issues related to women’s. The research also says that there is great need to work 

for the upliftment of women’s living near the border areas. To aware them about 

their rights is much needed. To have an ethnographic work on the livelihood of 

women’s is much required.  

 

Conclusion 

 
The present paper on Gender and Conflict concludes that the condition of women’s 

living near the border area should be conceptualized and contextualized in a 

systematic way. The participation of women’s should be in the all the decisions. 

There should be more research conducted in the area of border, conflict and 

women's. There is a need to review and rethink on the issue of women’s living 

near the border areas. Government should formulate such policies and programmes 

that give more benefit to the peoples living near the border. Civil societies, Ngo 

and other public service organizations should aware peoples about their rights. 

This study concludes by saying that there is a great need to look into the issue of 

Gender and Conflict in the context of border.  
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