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ABSTRACT 
 
 

Ambedkar belonged to that period of Indian history when movements were brewing up to 

attain socio-economic and political freedom. Just like a child of revolution, he got that force in 

him to revolutionise the society where inequality and disparity operated in tandem and a large 

section of the people were burdened with these social malaise. He himself was a sufferer, which 

prompted him to fight for the inalienable rights of equality of status and opportunity of the 

marginalized section of the society. His myriad and polymathic personality enabled him to be the 

precursor to the idea of an independent India and therefore he may be rightly regarded as a 

worthy nation builder. He took part in almost all-important administrative reforms such as 

Montague Chelmsford Reforms (1919) to Cabinet Mission (1946) which took place in the pre-

independence period. His nationalistic sentiments reflected in the speech in the Round Table 

Conference (1930-32) which brought him to the fore as an important nation builder. This 

discussion tries to reflect on his attempts to build a just society and more importantly to find out 

what were his views on democracy and nationalism.  

Keywords: Social equilibrium, assimilation, acculturation, emancipation, depressed class, 

participatory democracy, representative democracy, economic democracy, inclusive nationalism. 

Bhimrao Ramji Ambedkar was undoubtedly a profound thinker who contributed 

immensely to the socio-economic and political thoughts in modern India, when the idea of an 

independent India was in an embryonic stage and India then was confronting with ideas as to 

how socio-economic and political equilibrium would be established in an atmosphere of freedom 

and independence. India through its chequered history had developed through centuries, a 

society, which was racially, politically, and culturally a cauldron of complex matrix where 
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people were trying to find spaces for their survival and sustenance. The country, whose one of 

the magnanimous characteristics was assimilation of ideas and acculturation was embittered with 

innumerable problems in the socio-economic, political fields in the modern period. It is during 

this time Ambedkar emerged on the scene and fought tooth and nail to stall the process of social 

decadence, social discrimination and strengthen the sinews of democracy and democratic 

thoughts in the society. His myriad and polymathic personality enabled him to be the precursor 

to the idea of an independent India and therefore he may be rightly regarded as a worthy nation 

builder whose sole concern was emancipation of the depressed classes and establishment of 

social equilibrium at any cost. 

It is not at all irrational to fit him into the conception of a nation builder if his 

contributions would be taken into account. The process of nation building is nothing but 

constructing or structuring a national identity using the power of a state. It is a process of 

unifying the people or peoples within the state where there is an atmosphere of liberty, equality 

and fraternity. 

Born on April 14, 18911 in the town and military cantonment of Mhow in the Central 

Provinces (now in Madhya Pradesh), he was the fourteenth child of father Ramji Sakpal and 

mother Bhimabai. He belonged to the untouchable Mahar caste and for that, he suffered a lot of 

discrimination in his life. Nevertheless, despite the stumbling blocks he got support from the 

ruler of Baroda, Sayaji Gaekward and went to the Columbia University in the USA and got his 

M.A., Ph.D. in Economics. Then he got his M.Sc. and D.Sc. from London School of Economics. 

He also got the Barrister- at- Law at Gray’s Inn in 1920. Despite these high qualifications, he 

was still an unquiet soul longing for the emancipation of his fellow brethren back home who 

were suffering onslaught of casteism, inequality and untouchability. 

He was one such personality who fought against draconian and diabolic beliefs, customs 

and traditions which reduced a large segment of the society to a denigrated status. He himself 

had undergone a phase in his life which shook his faith in the extant social system and structure 

which harped the reason and conscience of his inner self and prompted him to delve on the path 

of reformation. His conviction to his people and his restiveness to provide his fellowmen a level 

playing field in the society further strengthened his inner urge to achieve a position from where 

his voice could be heard. 
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He took part in almost all-important administrative reforms such as Montague 

Chelmsford Reforms (1919) to Cabinet Mission (1946) which took place in the pre-

independence period. His nationalistic sentiments reflected in the speech in the Round Table 

Conference (1930-32) which brought him to the fore as an important nation builder.  

From 1930-32 three Round Table Conferences were held in England to discuss 

Constitutional reforms in India. Dr. Ambedkar participated in these Conferences and criticized 

the British Government vehemently for not taking any visible measures for the upliftment of the 

depressed classes. He went to the extent of saying that “we must have a government in which the 

men in power will give their undivided allegiance to the best interest of the country. We must 

have a government in which men in power, knowing where obedience will end and resistance 

will begin, will not be afraid to amend the social and economic code of life, which the dictates of 

justice and expediency so urgently call for. The role, the British government will never be able to 

play. It is only a government, which is of the people, for the people and by the people that will 

make this possible.2 

As per the decision made in the Round Table Conference the Government of India Act, 

1935 was passed and in pursuance of the provision of this Act., elections were held in the states 

to form the Legislative Assemblies. During this time, Ambedkar formed as Independent Labour 

Party of India (1936-37). In 1937 he himself got elected to the Bombay Legislative Assembly 

where he raised a number of issues like the problems of landless labourers, problems of small 

farmers, revenue related problems, universal education, abolition of Jamindari etc. During this 

time, he emerged as a labour leader and became famous outside India. 

Due to his knowledge on labour related matters, he was nominated to Viceroy’s 

Executive Council as a Labour Member on 20 July 1942 and remained in that position until 

1946.3 The Labour Charter prepared by him on 2 September 1945 has been a pathfinder for 

labour welfare related programme. 

On 29 August 1947, he was appointed Chairman of the Constitution Drafting Committee 

to write the new Constitution for India.4  

The text prepared by Ambedkar provided Constitutional guarantees and protections for a 

wide range of civil liberties for citizens, which includes freedom of religion, the abolition of 
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untouchability and outlining of all forms of discrimination. Ambedkar argued for extensive 

economic and social rights for women and got the Assembly’s support for introducing 

reservation system for SCs, STs and OBCs in government jobs.5 By this, India’s lawmakers 

hoped to eradicate the socio-economic inequalities and lack of opportunities for India’s 

depressed classes.6 The Constitution was adopted on 26 November 1949 by the Constituent 

Assembly.7 

From the aforesaid discussion of his early life, career and his works in different capacities 

it can be surmised that how he dedicated his life to build a nation based on liberty, equality and 

fraternity. 

B.R. Ambedkar was a diehard democrat and a nationalist that was reflected in his 

thoughts, ideas and opinions. His view of a just democratic society was amply reflected in the 

Southborough Franchise Committee (1919) in which he opined that Government by the people is 

more important than Government for the people because it is not sufficient to be electors only 

rather it is necessary to be lawmakers otherwise lawmakers will be the masters of those who 

were only electors. In his words- “As the Government is the most important field for the exercise 

of individual capacities, it is in the interest of the people that no person as such should be denied 

the opportunity of actively participating in the process of Government. That is to say popular 

Government is not only Government for the people but by the people. To express the same in a 

different way, representation of opinions by itself is not sufficient to constitute popular 

Government. To cover its true meaning it requires personal representation as well. It is because 

the former is often found without the latter that the Franchise Committee has to see in devising 

the franchises and constituencies for a popular Government in India, it provides for both, i.e., 

representation of opinions and representation of persons. Any scheme of franchise and 

constituency that fails to bring this about fails to create a popular Government.”8This was his 

view of a participatory democracy. 

Further, he was the champion of a representative democracy which is evident from the 

fact that he did not boycott the Simon Commission rather he thought it as an opportunity to 

present several important issues regarding structure of central and state governments, 

Indianisation of Civil Services, formation of Public Service Commissions, special benefits to the 
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underdeveloped segments of the society which went a long way in defining a definitive direction 

to the nation. 

His thoughts on democracy reveals the depth of his pragmatic approaches. It was 

Ambedkar took a diversionary trend of thought by resorting to an alternative subalternist 

political nationalism. He tried to link the social question of caste with the political question of 

democracy and nationalism. 

To him the greatest hindrance on the way of democracy is the widening gulf between the 

learned and ignorant class and leisure and laboring class, which he termed national distinctions 

that cannot be completely ended. He did not accept the idea that a functional democracy needs 

only a democratic government. Rather he emphasized that a good government means good laws 

and good administration and those who are invested with ruling power should seek the advantage 

of the whole people or the downtrodden instead of their own.9 

To him democracy means “One man one vote”. It was also meant that every government 

should be on the anvil both in its daily affair and also at the end of a certain period when the 

voters and the electorate would be given an opportunity to assess the work done by the 

government. 10  He defined democracy as a form and method of government whereby 

revolutionary changes in the economic and social life of the people are brought about without 

bloodshed.11 He said “On social plane, we have in India a society based on the principle of 

graded inequality. In politics we will have equality and in social and economic life we will have 

inequality”.12 He urged to remove this contradiction as early as possible “else those who suffer 

from inequality will blow up the structure of political democracy”.13 

He advocated a democracy where change and reform should percolate almost all 

segments of the society. To him democracy is not merely a form of government rather it is 

primarily a mode of associated living, of conjoint communicated experience. It is essentially an 

attitude of respect and reverence towards fellowmen.14 

Thus, the Constitution of India laid down the idea of economic democracy. To 

Ambedkar, Directive Principles had a great value for they laid down that “Our ideal is economic 

democracy”.15 
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The idea of a nation entrenched in his thought and delved on almost all types theories 

regarding democracy and democratic principles to find the best suited for his country. His ideas 

are not utopian rather based on pragmatic approaches. He was such a person who wanted a 

complete overwhelming change of a society and tried to break the link and the chain in which the 

Indian society was tied. Because the problem and issue that afflicted India were all interlinked. 

For instance, the social issues and problems cannot be isolated from religious ones and which in 

turn got embroiled with political system. Therefore, Ambedkar tried to dismantle this unholy link 

and remove the deep consternation which grappled the society centuries together. 

When his nationalism thrives on the spirit of French Revolution i.e., Liberty, Equality 

and Fraternity, he further took his nationalism to a point where he tried to reconcile the political 

and social realm within the limits of democratic structure. Going to explain liberty and equality, 

he defined law in terms of having a place only as a safeguard against the breaches of liberty and 

equality rather than as a guarantee for breaches of liberty and equality.16In his socially inclusive 

nationalism, he takes social-change as the sole means to meet this end and thus be seen as a 

champion of neglected humanity.17 

Ambedkar, while correlating nationalism and democracy opined that nationalism in 

relation to a nation should be based on a strong feeling of social unity and such nationalism 

fraught with a spirit of democracy would not be tyrannical nor would be detrimental to any 

community or nation. 

This discussion is only a drop from the Ocean of his thoughts. Ambedkar was in himself 

an institution, a mission, a movement, an iconoclast, an uncompromising reformer, a destroyer of 

myth and an imaginative genius. He was a prismatic leader having a pan-Indian appeal and 

therefore cannot be ensconced within the precincts of a defined or definitive ideology or thought. 

He was a pragmatist who always derided cultural hegemony and discrimination vociferously. His 

thoughts and ideas thus will always remain a guiding principle for millions and provide 

scaffolding for emancipation to millions. He was always a unifying force, as he believed that 

“The solidarity and unity of society consists of the social need for protecting the best, having 

common rules of morality, and safeguarding the growth of the individual”.18 
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