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Abstract: Woman passed through many problems, obstacles and barriers to become an 

important member in the society. In the past, woman did not have any kinds of rights, she 

was isolated, neglected and mistreated by man. By the coming of Feminism, the profile and 

the image woman have changed completely and from being a poppet in the hands of man she 

becomes a queen, president, artist and teacher… 

This paper examines the wishes, dreams and the ability of woman to change her position in 

the society not just as being a daughter, wife or a mother but rather as normal citizen with 

regular rights and duties. This paper produces a number of key findings: recent research and 

statistics that confirm a significant development of woman participation in different fields 

such as economic growth, cultural upheavals in addition to the political and social structures. 

The main conclusion drawn from this research is that the Feminist efforts were efficient in 

many ways in which they brought a huge change in the position and the role of woman. They 

were able to remove the majority if not all the stereotypical pictures and to give her more 

importance in the society by giving her the political, social and economical rights. 

Introduction: 

After a long trip of making the world better by making new rules, inventing new things and 

changing ancient ideas and thoughts. Women were still struggling every moment and they 

were still looking for their rights. Feminism has generated an ongoing debate in all over the 

world and it came to solve women’s problems and to put an end to the injustice treatment for 
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them. It was the voice of women in times they were not able to speak or to express their 

feelings and wishes. This chapter deals with the general definition of Feminism in addition to 

some important concepts related to it like types, different waves and how does this idea grow 

through time. 

Definition of feminism: 

Many researchers and scholars used the term “Feminism” and they tried to define and explain 

it differently. Some of them use it to refer to some historical political movements in USA and 

Europe. Whereas, others refer it to the belief that women live an injustice life with no rights 

and no equality Zara Huda Faris explained this idea, as: “…Women need feminism because 

there are women who suffer injustice …” 1 

The term “Feminism‟ has a long history; it represents women’s problems and suffering in 

addition to their dreams in equal opportunities in societies controlled by man i.e. his power, 

rules, wishes and orders. Lara Huda Faris added also: “…women have traditionally been 

dehumanized by a male dominated society, which they call patriarchy; and that has been 

always better to be a man…”2 

The term feminism has a history in English linked with women's activism from the late 19th 

century to the present, it is useful to distinguish feminist ideas or beliefs from feminist 

political movements, for even in periods where there has been no significant political 

activism around women's subordination, individuals have been concerned with and theorized 

about justice for women. 

Despite of the painful segregation and the hard inequality, women were able to stand up each 

time and they were able to speak and express their problems, feelings and wishes. In addition, 

women were able to spread it in all over the world, make it a symbol of equality, and make 
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all people believe that men and women deserve equality in all opportunities, treatments 

respect and social rights. 

TYPES OF FEMINISM: 

Feminism is both an intellectual commitment and a political movement that seeks justice for 

women and the end of sexism in all forms. There are many kinds of feminism in which 

sometimes and each one of them gives principles and conditions for giving woman her rights. 

Liberal feminism:                                                                                                                                                  

Liberal feminism is a particular approach to achieving equality between men and women. It 

emphasizes on the power of an individual Person to alter discriminatory practices against 

women. It is considered as the most important kinds of feminism, which works within the 

structure of society to integrate women into it. Its roots stretch back to the social contract 

theory of government instituted by the American Revolution. 

Liberal feminism aims for individuals to use their own abilities and the democratic process to 

help women and men to become equal in the eyes of the law and in society. By organizing 

women into larger groups that can speak at a higher level, push for legislation, and raise 

awareness of issues, those taking a liberal feminist approach will use the resources and tools 

available in our society to advocate for change3. 

Liberal feminism witnessed several waves of changes that contributed in its development and 

its power throughout the history. By the beginning of the 1960s, a particular resurgence in 

energy followed the civil rights movement in the United State, which leaded to The Famous 

March on Washington. This march was able to move the ideas and principle of liberal 

feminists to another level. The spirit and the importance of their ideas were able to move to 

other civil rights movements who adopted it as a form of realization and awareness of the 
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importance of speaking and expressing their problems and ideas. Raising consciousness 

included ensuring that personal experiences and information passed from person to person 

about the issues of the day that affected the group. This helped people in the movement to 

stay conscious of the need for their individual contribution to the movement to improve 

conditions. 

Radical feminism: 

 Radical feminism is a movement that believes sexism is so deeply rooted in society that the 

only cure is to eliminate the concept of gender. It started to emerge in the late 1960s by the 

famous leaders T. Grace Atkinson and Shulamith Firestone. It denies the liberal claim that the 

lack of political or civil rights causes women's oppression. 

This group of feminists claims that the root of women's oppression is biological. They believe 

that the physical subordination of women by men is the primary form of oppression and 

others are secondary. Therefore, radical feminism believes that woman’s liberation requires a 

biological revolution. They raise the demand for the destruction of patriarchy. There is a shift 

in emphasis from struggle for role and legal reforms to the destruction of patriarchy. The 

chief institution of patriarchy is the family and the family promote patriarchy in the society. 

Moreover, they believe that the whole system must be abolished even, its biological aspects. 

Radical feminism principles contains many interesting claims such as pregnancy and child 

birth in which they consider them as the most painful and unpleasant experiences that can 

person pass through. They believe that the technology should be used to eliminate all kinds of 

pain particularly from the fundamental inequality of the bearing and rising of the children. 

This must be the basic achievement because they believe that the heart of women's 

oppression is their childbearing and childrearing role. 
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Socialist feminism: 

Socialist feminism also known as Marxist feminism or Materialist feminism is an important 

movement of feminism. It calls for an end to capitalism through a socialist reformation of 

economy. Socialist feminists view gender inequalities as intrinsic to the capitalist system, 

which makes vast profits off women's unpaid labour in the home and underpaid labour in the 

workforce. 

Socialist feminism argues that capitalism strengthens and supports the sexist status because 

men are the ones who currently have power and money. Those men are more willing to share 

their power and money with other man, which means that women have fewer opportunities 

and resources. Therefore, they tried to eliminate the capitalist system and replace it with 

socialism, which collectively shares the wealth created by human labour and has no economic 

stake in maintaining exploitation. Sexism benefits the capitalism, by providing a supply of 

cheap labour for industry. Women are in low paid, low status or even no paid work. It means 

that, Socialist feminists reject the idea that liberation for women requires the abolition of 

childbirth. They seek to analyse the subordination of women as linked with other forms of 

oppression, and attempt to unite the fights for socialism with that for women's liberation. 

Examples of feminism  

Black feminism 

Obviously, when speaking about women rights, equality and suffering we can automatically 

refer our explanation to Black Women Segregation. Although feminism claimed in its 

symbols and goals to the equality of all women from every ethnic and social belonging, it did 

not give importance to the problems of Black females. In practice, feminism concentrated on 

the needs of middle-class white women in Britain and America while posing as the 
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movement for the emancipation of women globally. Patricia Collins as one of the Famous 

black Feminists considered that feminism did not bring any rights to the black woman at all. 

Moreover, the Black woman was separated from participating in any social, economical or 

political activities done by feminist Organizations, which were controlled at that time with 

white woman. 

This ideology “womenism” focused on the unique experience, struggles and needs of Black 

women but it was not able to resist in the face of man orders and control and in the face of 

White Feminism unfair activities .Womenism was not able to give its fruits in practical way 

and black women were not able to make this hypothesis became a theory. 

Muslim feminism 

Muslims believe that justice and equality are intrinsic values and cardinal principles in Islam. 

Human beings are equal whether they are black or white, man or women. This idea of 

equality between sexes emerged in Muslim societies by the coming of Islam centuries before, 

but a Muslim extremist were always trying to remove the right given by God to women and 

makes her a servant or less. By the end of the 19th century and the beginning of 20th century 

people started to think differently by forming new ideologies, organization and departments 

of women, most of the time called “Islamic feminism” or “Arab Feminism”. Scholars and 

researchers were always studying and discussing issues and stories of women in the Quran, 

which contains principles of gender equality and wider issues of social justice, thus laying 

grounds for challenging patriarchal traditions done by those researchers. 

The Islamic Feminism is one of the most powerful movements of feminism in the world; they 

have approximately the same goals of the western countries but still with differences. The 

leaders of this activity are mostly an elite educated, cultivated group of women from different 

countries of the Arab and Muslim world. Among them, Amina Wadud. Her research 
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specializes in clued gender and Quranic studies which speaks about Muslim woman Rights as 

a wife, mother; sister; scholar and feminist. She emphasized on the importance of education 

of Muslim woman for herself and society. Wadud said, “This must include new ideas about 

justice and about the values, about the valuable roles played by women as individuals, as 

members of family and as public servants in Muslim civil societies and global citizens 

today”. 

Conclusion  

This theoretical chapter mainly tried to line out some essential points related to Feminism as 

an idea, a belief and movement. It deals with some different ideas related to this concept and 

more importantly focusing on the historical background of feminism, its different types and 

waves. It sheds lights on some feminist experiences like Black and Muslim racism. It gives 

an over view of woman’s path in which they suffered a lot, they have been raped, killed and 

segregated. However, they were able to make themselves and all women in the world proud 

not because they succeed to give woman her social, economical and political rights but rather 

by making her believe that she is human being who has the right to live, to marry, to vote, to 

say no when she wants. More importantly, those woman activists were able to make woman 

believes in her importance creature the same as man. 
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