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Abstract 

Allah created and fashioned human beings with His own hands in the form of first primordial 

human being i.e. Prophet Adam (AS). All humans are thereby equal in the sight of Allah. He offers 

equal opportunities to each for excellence in physical, moral, and spiritual aspects of life. None has 

the right to degrade, exploit or humiliate any person.  All the authentic scriptures of religions 

unequivocally recognize and guard the concept of human dignity, and honor. Islam makes human 

dignity as the fundamental element of human life. It declares human beings as the best of the 

creations, worthy of respect, honor and security. The greatest of the sins in Islam are the murder, 

slandering, humiliation of an innocent human being. Islam with the Prophethood of Muhammad 

(SAAS) specially ushered the dignity of human beings with concrete teachings and their fullest 

implementation through the person of Muhammad (SAAS), and his obedient followers. When the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) is hailed as a relief by many oppressed and 

humiliated souls, yet its articles are seldom actualized. To arrive at the restoration of human 

dignity in its complete form, humanity can’t afford to ignore the contribution of Islam and Prophet 

Muhammad (SAAS) who subjected human honor to Taqwa (God-Consciousness). The way 

superiorities of race, blood, or color were restrained by Muhammad (SAAS), could prove an uphill 

task for any individual and organization to accomplish. The role of Muhammad (SAAS) thus would 

stand distinct whenever human rights and human esteem would be talked of. In the paper we would 
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be: 1. Identifying the failures of current nationalities in safeguarding the human honor. 2. 

Exploring some healthy strategies in the light of Prophetic Sunnah especially in the event of 

Khutbat-ul-Wida (Last Sermon of Prophet) for strengthening and securing the cause of human 

dignity. 

KEY-WORDS:  Taqwa (God Consciousness) ‘Amal (Deeds), Niyyah (Intentions) Ikram (Honor)  

Ikhwah (Brotherhood) 

1. Introduction 

The writing of this paper is prompted by certain sad ground realities pertaining to the violations of 

human dignity. A good proportion of humans suffer not only physically but psychologically and 

emotionally as well. Through modern means we have come closer than ever but we are also distant 

to one another as never before. A certain percentage of humans are alienated amidst the pervading 

revolution of globalization. Despite being the owners of the greatest of the freedoms, we witness 

the worst of the suppressions and humiliations as never seen in the history of the humanity. The 

pleas and sufferings of weak and powerless are callously neglected. The prevailing scenario of 

poverty, theft, piracy, blackmailing, sexual abuse, exploitation, rape, and drug peddling, speak in 

volumes, how humanity has been disgraced.  

The authentic religious scriptures had much earlier than the secular ideologies proclaimed the right 

to human dignity.  Islam dawned with the most clear and pragmatic teachings to end the cycle of 

human exploitation and slavery in all forms─ social, physical, political, economic, emotional, and 

intellectual. In fact one of the important goals of Shariah is the identification and preservation of 

Human rights. The Shariah is itself derived from the two basic sources of Islam i.e. Quran and 

Sunnah. Thus the protector and advocate of the human rights is God and His Prophet itself. The 

Muslim jurists in the various periods of Muslim history interpreted Islamic law as developing 

human personality into five main spheres as life, family, intellect, faith, and property. The human 

rights encompassed by such five areas consist of the collective rights of groups and peoples as well 

as the rights of each individual. A collective effort to defend the powerless and the oppressed 

against a powerful oppressor is an essential Islamic obligation.  

Every right is considered a responsibility and an obligation. Apart from considering human rights as 

a collective responsibility of the Ummah (the Muslim community), and the authorities, every 
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receptacle of a right must also struggle for him/her self to obtain, maintain and enjoy that particular 

right. In the succeeding pages we would be exploring the teachings and practices of Prophet 

Muhammad that may prove handy in reviving the human dignity, otherwise marred by the 

oppressors, authoritarians, circumstances, etc. 

2. Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) as the Guardian of Human Rights 

On receiving the Prophethood, Muhammad was faced by multiple challenges. The celebrated idol-

worship and the related superstitions, the tribal warfare, the vices of drinking and gambling all were 

staring at the Prophet with all might. To add to his difficulties were the menaces of tribal pride, 

discrimination on the basis of color, race, and status, the violent gender bias with extremely ugly 

treatment towards women. The Prophet liberated human beings from these oppressions and opened 

the door of true freedom for humanity. The Prophet’s mission (and therefore his Sunnah) was to 

establish the unity of humankind. This was a natural corollary to the belief in the Oneness of God. 

The goal of unity among mankind and the attainment of human dignity was not the achievement 

through rituals and dogmas alone. It was not the result of any supernatural means either. The 

Prophet and his companions instead persevered and struggled to stimulate the social and political 

change through Qur’anic education and training. They set a vociferous challenge to the age old 

tribal and temporal forces of exploitation and corruption. They smoothened the path to freedom by 

removing the chains and shackles placed on human beings by such forces. The struggle of the 

Prophet and his Sahabah (Companions) indeed gave unimagined freedom to oppressed human 

beings.1 The 23 years of Prophet’s ministry are witness to the fact that the glorious Prophet worked 

tirelessly yet pragmatically to restore the dignity of the poor, down-trodden, vulnerable leaving less 

or no scope for the mighty and influential to degrade and exploit the former.  

As a result of Qura’nic teachings and the practices of the Prophet, the lives and property of all 

citizens irrespective of creed and colour were considered as sacred. The Prophet Muhammad is 

reported to have said that if a Muslim kills a man under covenant i.e. any non-Muslim citizen under 

Islamic State would seldom smell the fragrance of paradise.2 The honor and life of a man who is 

obedient to his Lord are considered as more sacred than the Holy Shrine of K’aba in Islam. Islam 

severely condemns the hoarding of wealth or food while the needy suffer. In one of the traditions, 

Prophet Muhammad warns his followers that on the Day of Judgment Allah would seek answers 

from certain human beings who fail to provide the food for the hungry, water for the thirsty and 
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other basic necessities of life. In fact denying the food and other supplies to a human being is to 

disgrace him. The Prophet would never see some people suffering due to want of food, water and 

shelter, while others enjoying the life in full. Some of the authentic sayings of the Prophet further 

prove the point. Assuring that the sustenance of a human being is not violated in which case some 

poor souls fall prey to despair and hopelessness. The Prophet urged the men of sustenance to share 

some portion of their provisions with those who are deficient in resources. The Prophet expected 

Muslims to share their dishes with their neighbors so that none sleeps hungry. He warned that those 

who fail to carry out this requisite would not be entertained as Muslims.” 3 

Apart from preventing a human being from physical violation and dishonor through hunger, mal-

nutrition, and thirst, the Prophet also ensured that no human being is subjected to some ill names 

and titles. The Prophet always emphasized to call people with the righteous names. The names of 

certain Sahabah and Sahabiyah are reported to have been changed at the command of the Prophet 

for the meaning of their names depicted either inappropriate or egotistical meaning. The Prophet 

always ensured the names subscribe to the honor that Almighty has bestowed upon mankind. God 

Almighty has stated in His Book- Al-Qur’an that all the progeny of Adam has been honoured. They 

have been preferred above all creation and the provision of good things including food has been 

made for them. The whole provisions of the sky and the earth are the common heritage of mankind. 

All are entitled to make a judicious use of the God’s gifts. 4 

3. Khutbat-ul-Wida as the Landmark Speech 

Khutbat-ul-Wida (The Last Sermon) of the Prophet was delivered at a time when almost the entire 

Arabian Peninsula had surrendered to the Will of Allah. Amidst the huge gathering of Muslims in 

the plains of Arafat, Makkah, Prophet with all energy undermined the privileges of caste, color, race 

and status. Till now all the pronouncements of the Prophet i.e. Hadith were valued by the Muslims 

more than their lives. However the words spoken by the Prophet at that particular occasion [ 9 Dhul 

Hijjah 10 AH/ 632 CE) summarized all the teachings of the Quran and his Ahadith. The time when 

the Qur’an was going to be completed, when the Din was to be perfected, the Prophet declared with 

all vigor that all humans are equal in the sight of Allah, all are worthy of respect and honor, all have 

the right to live and die with dignity. Each and every word of the Prophet was imbibed by every 

single listenener on the occasion. Every single word of the Prophet was not only absorbed but 
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pledged to be implemented for all times to come. Below, I would analyze that historical sermon of 

the Prophet  that ensures dignity and honor to human beings. 

Prophet Muhammad insisted upon his followers not to breach the trust and exhorted them to return 

the goods entrusted to them to their rightful owners. He advised the Muslims not to hurt anyone, so 

that no one hurts them. He with all vigor warned Muslims that their Lord-Allah has forbidden usury 

(interest).  The rights of women were highlighted. The Prophet expected that the true Muslim would 

never ill treat his wife. He called the women as the partners and committed followers in the deeds 

of righteousness with men. He told the Muslims that worship is due to Allah only, Whose 

sovereignty undermines the servitude to dictators and authoritarians. He urged the audience of more 

than one lakh to demonstrate the humility through prostration in five daily prayers (Salah). The 

emphasis was put on observing the fast during the month of Ramadan. The disbursing of Zakah 

(almsgiving) was also emphasized. In order to display the spirit of Unity and cohesiveness in 

acknowledging the Lordship of One God and the equality of all mankind, the Prophet stressed upon 

his followers to perform Hajj whenever they could meet the expenses. 

To restrain the spirit of inequality and superiority─ the major causes of physical and emotional 

violence in the world, the Prophet with all might declared that all mankind is from the same parents 

─Adam and Eve. This way no Arab has any superiority over a non-Arab nor does a non-Arab have 

any superiority over an Arab. He made it sufficiently clear that skin complexion is no criterion for 

elevating the one and degrading the other. He closed all the opinions that may point at the 

superiority of any white over a black or any black skinned person over a fair-skinned individual. All 

superiority is through piety and good action.5 

 The impact of such a landmark sermon was that the right to honor of a human being was given the 

first priority. The caliphs who succeeded Prophet in carrying out the affairs of Muslim Ummah 

dedicated themselves to the preservation of human rights. The superiority complex was restrained at 

every moment of time. We come across numerous instances where the righteous followers of the 

Prophet curbed the activities and expressions of superiority. Umar, one of the beloved companions 

and second caliph of Muslims is known for carrying out the orders of Allah and His Messenger 

without any laxity. Once a famous chief of Syria embraced Islam; he while circumambulating 

(Tawaf) around the Kaba, saw the hem of his mantle coming under the feet of another 
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circumambulator (Tawafian). The man named Jabalah slapped him on the face. The victim struck 

back. Jabalah complained to the caliph. Upon hearing the complaint, the caliph Umar said, ‘You 

have received the punishment for what you have done.’ Jabalah was amazed at the reply and said, ‘I 

belong to a high-class family. If anyone acts rudely against us, he is punished with death. The 

caliph Umar replied that that was un-Islamic (Jahiliyah).” Islam equalizes all ranks and everyone is 

equal before law.6 Even the first speech of Abu Bakr, the first caliph (Amir-ul-Muminin ) of 

Muslims, as recorded in the annals of history was: “The weak shall be strong in my eyes until I 

restore to them their rights and the strong shall be weak in my eyes until I have restored the rights 

of weak from them.”7 

Contemporary Encroachment on Right to Human Dignity 

Despite the election of a Black President as Barack Obama, discrimination even in the advanced 

country like America remains a potent and formidable social pathology, both at present and in the 

foreseeable future8. The dark skinned people are still seen more or less with contempt. Despite the 

opening of new vistas of education and thought, the black colour for a most typical Western citizen 

signifies lust, sin, evil, dirt, death, and so forth.9 Despite a number of legal instruments that offer 

protection against racism and related forms of intolerance, ethnic and religious minorities across the 

EU continue to face racism, discrimination, verbal and physical violence, and exclusion.10 The 

current wave of xenophobia against Muslims on a global level stands clearly antagonistic to human 

dignity and honor. Muslims are seen with suspicion, hatred and disgust. That is a clear rejection of 

human rights.  

The episodes of honor killings in Asia especially Pakistan is a slur on the face of humanity. The 

murder of Qandeel Baloch in 2016 at the hands of her brother speaks of the humiliation of women 

in Pakistan. Human trafficking, rapes in war-torn countries like Iraq, Afghanistan by the foreign 

forces is utterly unfortunate. In the state of J & K a pregnant lady from Gujjar community was 

denied treatment at Lad Ded hospital in Srinagar. Later a baby was born of her in a moving auto. 

That really makes our head to bow with shame. The recent horrifying murder of nearly 300 

innocent people in Sri Lanka reveals that it is not only violence but equally disgrace to the creation 

of God. The humans that were killed mercilessly at the hands of barbaric ISIS, actually forgot that 

the victims were the spark of the same Divine as they were of. By humiliating the human lives as 

such must generate the severest of the criticisms all over the world. 
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In India the rising graph of rapes, acid throwing cases, dowry death, bride burning, and murders 

engineered through supposedly responsible Khap Panchayats is heartrending. On the other hand, 

the snatching of inheritance rights, son preference, all speak in greater degree about the ignominy of 

human rights. The burning to death of two small Dalit children in Faridabad in October, 2015 

generated international attention. The children were lost to the dispute between Dalits and members 

of the dominant caste. This horrific incident is unfortunately by no means unique. The same day 

witnessed the cold-blooded murder of a young Dalit boy. The boy is reportedly to have been killed 

in the police custody. He was picked up by police on the charges that he had stolen some pigeons 

from one of the dominant castes. 11  

 The examples of such nature are not unique, there are many more that sent shocks through the 

spine. Despite entering the most advanced ages of reason and rationalism, the world community is 

yet to free itself from the chains of racism. Notwithstanding the 70 years of Independence, India is 

yet to come out of the shackles of casteism.                               

Conclusion 

This paper is written for the sensitive yet inquisitive minds that not only mourn the human atrocities 

but equally break the shackles through positive and practical steps. The arguments and findings in 

the paper may fall short of comprehensiveness yet we may submit that it refers to some serious 

human flaws. Despite the glorious advancements in physical and natural sciences, somewhere we are 

greatly at loss in attaining the real human ideals. The real success of a human being lies in humanity 

attaining equality at least in the areas of honor, respect and dignity. If some portion of the humanity 

is dejected, disrespected, disgraced, all our success becomes a naught. 

The great Prophets, sages, and seers have relentlessly talked about the creation of human beings in 

an equal manner. There can hardly be any sane person who can see God making injustice by making 

somebody essentially low. There would hardly be larger and manifest impact made by any person 

other than the Prophet Muhammad in the area of human security, safety, individuality, and human 

dignity. His whole life was devoted to the preaching of God as one and unity of mankind in both 

existence and purpose. His last address that we referred to in this paper stands tall and practical to 

borrow the work-plan from for the cast-free and oppression-free society. The Muslims shouldn’t 

hesitate in leading from the front beginning from their own catchment areas. No excuse must come 

in the way of believers for neither Qur’an nor the example set by the Prophet recognize any caste or 

race differences.  
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