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Abstract 
Justice is the most important and influential fact in the life of a human being that can solve the problems of society in a 

peaceful manner and in Islam it is the fundamental principle of thought and practice. The Constitution of this world is 

based on the revealed guidance and for the introduction, implementation and promotion of these regulations Almighty 

Allah sent His Messengers to frame a society based on social justice, fairness and obedience towards the Creator. Islam is 

the religion of peace that emphasizes on equality before law and promotes the notion of universal brotherhood to establish 

a peaceful and rewarding society. Islam teaches rectitude and never encourages its followers to vituperate and humiliate 

anyone in the society.  

Human Rights have acquired an unprecedented importance in the modern world. It has become not only a criterion for 

judging the socio-economic performances, conditions of civil liberties and political freedom of the nations, but also a tool 

of global affairs. In Islam distinct laws have been set up based on social justice for the diverse forms of crimes. Justice in 

Islam deals not only with human rights but has secured the rights of other creations as well. There is no place for 

violation, unjust, tyrannical attitude and oppression or repression in Islam. It emphasizes the whole humanity as a 

peaceful society and eliminates the perspectives and perceptions of social evils. So this paper will examine the concepts 

and perspectives, role and implementation of Justice and Human Rights in Islam, as there are various conceptions and 

misconceptions of Justice and Human Rights in the Human history.  
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INTRODUCTION 

We are living in a world where there could obviously be more justice, where values of humans 
and their rights can be secured with perfection, truthfulness and trustworthiness. We read and 
hear almost daily of assassinations in various parts of the world where innocent people are being 
victimized through different means and reasons, where human rights violation is now became a 
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common thing due to unprincipled social, cultural, religious behaviour and foreign policies 
which causes untold damage to the human values and humanity.  
Justice is the most important acceptable tool in the life of human being and the inner most 
quality which gives moral effulgence and spiritual dignity to human affairs, that can solve the 
problems of society in a broader way without violation. Similarly, the other dimension of peace 
building is the Human rights that are about how human beings treat each other. They are the 
basic rights that belong to every human in the world from his birth till death. They can never be 
taken away, although they can be sometimes restricted. In order to build sustainable peace, one 
has to use the right “tools” for the right purpose, to understand the root causes behind conflicts 
and to address the real problems. There are ideas that might be equated with human rights 
brought forward by different religions and civilizations and indigenous spiritual and cultural 
traditions from different parts of the world. Without the firm establishment of Justice and 
positive understanding of human rights and their values based on universality, there can be no 
peace.  The more you see injustice and human rights violations, the more you will realize its 
need and importance.  
Whenever mankind lacked or stopped following the guidelines how to live their lives, the entire 
structure of society got spoiled. Almighty Allah has sent down His Messengers with Noble 
Messages in the form of sacred books with all the rules and regulations to stay on the right track 
for guidance of all mankind. Islam is the most perfect religion of the world having the most 
suitable guidelines and a very complete way of life. Everything we need, in order to live 
successfully and every rule that is good for humanity has been ordained in the Shari’ah of the 
Creator and Sustainer that can be found in the Quran. Among these laws instructed by the 
Almighty is the law of establishing justice and peace. As Allah says in the Quran: 
“Indeed Allah orders justice and good conduct and giving to relatives and forbids immorality 

and bad conduct and oppression. He admonishes you that perhaps you will be reminded.” 
(Quran 16: 90) 

Islam is the World’s fastest growing religion which promotes peace most emphatically and in a 
rewardable manner. There is an abundant and very rich quantity of knowledge found in the 
Quran and the teachings of Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) and as such, this religion has 
contributed tremendously not only to Muslim societies but also to the Western world. Almighty 
Allah wants a Human to live in a safe and peace abiding and justice-loving manner, and also to 
make efforts for the spread and continuity of peace. The Quran emphasizes peace and 
reconciliation as basic to all social and even international relations. There is a growing need to 
spread the idea of Islam as a peaceful and justice based. So this paper intends to look the 
concepts and perspectives of social justice and human rights in Islam and explore their deeper 
significance in the life of a Human being, and examine the emerging challenges and possible 
prospects for the establishment of peaceful society.  

 
JUSTICE AND HUMAN RIGHTS: SOME DEFINITIONS 

According to the American Heritage Dictionary the word ‘Justice’ can be defined as the principle 
of moral rightness, the administration and procedure of law, Conformity to truth, fact or sound 
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reason, fairness and equality and human rights as the basic rights and freedoms to which all 
human beings are entitled, often held to include the right to life and emancipation, freedom of 
contemplation and expression and equal opportunity before the law.1 In the Arabic language, the 
word Justice (Adl) means “to set straight”, “to be balanced”. The lexicographers have generally 
defined the term Justice (Adl) as, "to rule based on the Book of God and the tradition (Sunnah) of 
His Messenger and refraining from ruling based on empty opinion." It is also defined as 
"extending inherent rights equitably." Malik Ghulam Farid defines Justice (Adl) as an, “Equity, 
justice or rectitude; the mean between excess and falling short”.2 Similarly Imam Raghib 
categorizes Justice into two categories. He says that “Justice (Adl) is of two kinds: One is 
absolute, such that reason requires the inference of its goodness, as the doing of good to him who 
does good to one and abstaining from harming him who abstains from harming one; and the 
other is such as is known to be Justice (Adl) by the law as retaliation etc”.3 The inclusive 
approach to establish justice based society requires rights and obligations to be integrated into 
the essence of justice. The Unitarian approach of the basic teachings of Islam is to balance the 
right of Allah (Haquq-ul-Allah) and the rights of individual (Haquq-ul-Ibad) to protect the 
interests of both the individual and the community under the umbrella concept of justice. 
 

ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE 
The concept of Social justice has been introduced and classified in different ways by different scholars 
and its approaches are based on diverse opinions. Joanna Santa Barbara, a well known scholar of west 
and an Associate Professor in the Department of Psychiatry and Behavioural Neurosciences in 
the Faculty of Health Sciences at McMaster University, says that “Concepts of justice are so 
fundamental to our moral functioning that it is quite difficult to find adequate definitions for our 
context.”4 The comprehensive approach of justice in Islam is based on the guidelines of the 
Quran and the Prophetic traditions which emphasizes the mankind to behave in a fair manner 
when dealing with ourselves, with our family, with the rich or poor, even with an enemy and to 
protect the rights of other creations as well in all circumstances and situations. Quran uses two 
concepts in the context of justice which are both related to the idea of balance but are not 
identical in meaning i.e ‘Adl’ and ‘Ihsan’. Perceiving individual value is a part of Adl, and Quran 
teaches that value is not ascertained through ancestry, gender, affluence, or religion, but by 
righteousness which consists of both rights "Faith" and "Action.5 Quran greatly emphasizes on 
the right to seek justice and the duty to do justice. Almighty Allah says in the Quran: 

Indeed, Allah commands you to render back to trusts to whom they are due and when you 
judge between people to judge with justice. Excellent is that which He (Allah) instructs you! 

Indeed, Allah is Ever Hearing and Seeing.” (Quran 04:58) 
Similarly, Allah has described Justice as a tool of balance and as an essential pillar in the 
maintenance of the natural and social orders. In Surah al-Rahman, Allah mentions how He has 
created a balance of justice and for what purpose: 

“And the Heavens He has raised and imposed the balance. That you may not transgress 
within the balance (of Justice).And establish weight in justice and do not make deficient the 

balance.” (Quran 55: 07 – 09) 
These verses highlight the Divine law of Allah and the wisdom of His commands which 
emphasize the human being to establish justice in society and order to refrain from falling short 
in keeping this balance. Almighty Allah further explains the wisdom of these commands in the 
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Surah al-Ma’idah which describe that following justice is closer to piety and nearer to Taqwa (a 
state of submission). Allah says: 
“Oh you who believe! Stand out firmly for Allah, as just witnesses, and let not the enmity and 
hatred of others make you avoid justice. Be just: that is nearer to piety: and fear Allah. Verily, 

Allah is well-acquainted with what you do.” (Quran 05:08) 
 
Social Aspects: Social aspect of Justice is one of the underpinnings of the order and a foundation 
of a healthy social order. Almighty Allah says in that regard: 

O, You who believe! Be upright for God, witnesses to justice; and do not let your hatred of a 
people move you to a position where you are unjust. Be just, that is closer to piety. Be mindful 

of God! Verily God is well informed concerning all that you do. (Quran 04:135) 
This social aspect of justice has been beautifully summarized by Imam al-Qurtubi while 
summarizing the social aspect of justice says that, “Justice is the basis of all human relations and 
a foundation of Islamic rule”.6 While Imam Al-Mawardi says that, “the principle of distributive 
justice is the one thing that reforms worldly affairs and facilitates amicable relations between 
people, engenders obedience to the Divine Law, and brings about the prosperity of countries”.7 
Both these sayings are the illustrative of the meaning conveyed by the sayings of Allah:  

Verily, we have sent Our Messengers with clear proofs, and we have revealed unto them the 
Scripture and the Balance in order that they lead people with justice... (Quran 57:25) 

Furthermore our beloved Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) is reported to have said in this regard: 
You bring your disputes to me for adjudication; perhaps one of you is less eloquent than another, 
and I rule against the wronged party on the basis of what I have heard. Therefore, if I 
inadvertently grant one of you something owed to his brother do not take it, for I am granting 
him something that constitutes a piece of Hellfire.8 It has been also reported that Prophet 
Muhammad mentioned that one of the reasons behind the ruination of a nation is a lack of 
commutative justice.9 
Quran not only focuses on distributive justice but also places great emphasis on commutative 
justice. Almighty Allah commands mankind, “Do not be moved by partiality to discriminate in 
meting out divinely legislated punishments. (Quran 24:02)   
Peace and justice were the basic tools of the philosophy of the Prophet Muhammad’s (SAAS) 
mission. He constantly adhered to the Quran and calling people gently towards the new faith, 
Islam. If we can realize the predicament and challenges that Muslims faced in both Madinah and 
Makkah and how Muslims expressed their patience and goodness towards their enemies, we can 
understand how meaningful was this message of peace and justice expressed by the Prophet 
(SAAS). It does not include any crave of revenge against any person or any group; instead, it 
only expresses an enthusiastic desire for a violence-free justice based world for all. There are 
number of traditions of Prophet (SAAS) in which he has emphasized the believers to be the 
representatives of justice and peace. It is reported by Abu Musa, once the companions submitted 
to the Prophet saying, “O! Prophet (SAAS) of God! Which Islam is superior? The Prophet 
(SAAS) replied: Of the person from whose tongue and hand suffer no violence”.10 In another 
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occasion Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) said: “It is better for a leader to make a mistake in 
forgiving than to make a mistake in punishing”.11 Similarly, Prophet Muhammad (SAAS) as 
reported to have said: “Allah will not be merciful to those who are not merciful to people”.12  
According to the teachings of the Quran and the traditions of Prophet (SAAS), justice is a 
prerequisite for peace, and peace is a prerequisite for human development. This makes clear that 
peace and justice are comprehensive concepts with deep implications. It is very important and 
necessary for Muslims to clearly illustrate to the world by moving into the realm of positive 
action; action inspired by the Quran and the words and deeds of our illustrious Prophet 
Muhammad (SAAS), that our religion is indeed the religion of peace and emphasizes to establish 
a society based on justice and striving for peace must never be followed unjustly, nor should it 
allow to passively accept injustices. We must take a stand for justice, as we are ordered in the 
Quran, ‘Be you upright supporters of justice’. Therefore, Islam advocates seeking peace within 
our own selves, and living in peace and justice with other human beings and with our 
surroundings and environment in its entirety.  

 
ISLAMIC PERSPECTIVES OF HUMAN RIGHTS 

Islamic perspectives on human rights are very comprehensive and deep based on faith on Allah 
and there is found constantly the term Haquq-al-Ibad in the Quran, Hadith, Fiqh and Islamic 
History from its beginning.  
In Islam human rights are bound with duties and every Muslim is accountable in this world and 
in the hereafter about his actions. It is reported by Abdullah (RA) that Allah’s Messenger 
(SAAS) said: “Every one of you is a guardian and is responsible for his charges”.13 The Islamic 
concept of human rights is different from the western concept in a broader way. In western 
perspective the concept of human rights are unrestrained without any terms and circumstances of 
duties. Their notions of human rights are not based on eternal claims but simply on historical 
facts and manifestations, 14 so we do not find any relationship between Rights and Duties. But in 
Islam the perspectives of human Rights are not unrestricted; rather they have a reciprocal 
relationship to the Duties. According to the Islamic point of view a renowned Islamic thinker 
Abul Ala Maududi has said about the foundation and formulation of human rights in Islam that, 
"In Islam human rights have been conferred by God, no legislative assembly in the world, or any 
government on earth has the right or authority to make any amendment or change in the rights 
conferred by God. No one has the right to abrogate them or withdraw them. Nor are they the 
basic human rights which are conferred on paper for the sake of show and exhibition and denied 
in actual life when the show is over. Nor are they like philosophical concepts which have no 
sanctions behind them."15 Dr. Hassan Kerrah, a renowned Islamic jurist and thinker of Egypt said 
about right in Islam that, “Right is the legal bond under which the authorized person, for 
monopolizing and his exclusive command on something or a specific requirement of another 
person”.16 Another contemporary Muslim scholar and the founder of Minhaj-ul-Quran Dr. Tahir-
ul-Qadiri defines human rights as: The Human Rights are those Rights which are given by the 
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Creator (Allah) of the humanity through His Messengers. These Rights are immutable but have 
reciprocal relationship to the Duties.17 

All Muslims believe that God is the sole Creator and Sustainer of humankind and the 
universe. He has designed and given each human being dignity, honor, rights and privileges we 
enjoy.  If anyone in the society denies his God given rights, it is the responsibility of the rest of 
humankind to restore those rights. Allah says in the Quran: 
 

“O you who believe! Stand out firmly for God, be just witnesses, and let not the enmity and 
hatred of others make you avoid justice.  Be just: that is nearer to piety, and fear God.  Verily, 

God is well acquainted with what you do.” (Quran 05:08) 
 
According to the Quran, dignity of the children of Adam is a divine bestowal which is to be 
secured by all means, including the law and the authorities of the state, and is to be defended by 
all forces. It is the individual, social and universal responsibility of a believer to guard human 
rights whatever their differences may be and remove all obstacles and pressures. Because 
oppression is an obstruction of God's will in His creation. The Quran teaches: 

We have conferred dignity on the children of Adam, and borne them over land and sea, and 
provided for them sustenance out of the good things of life, and favored them far above most 

of our Creations. (Quran 17:70) 
At another place Allah says: 

O mankind! Indeed We have created you from male and female and made you peoples and 
tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight of Allah is 

the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted. (Quran 49:13) 
The foundation of the belief in one God demands the belief in the equality of all human beings, 
because all human beings are created by the one Creator. Thus, deeply rooted in the conscience 
of believers is the duty to maintain human rights and to practice equality in the process. Any 
discrimination against any individual or group about their basic rights as members of humanity is 
a challenge to the faith of believers, since for any human to claim superiority based on origin or 
power is contradictory to the belief in the One Ultimate Supreme Being. Similarly, any 
discrimination between men and women in rights or responsibilities is prohibited according to 
the divine justice- the same as any other discrimination. 

And their Lord responds to them: “Never will I allow to be lost the work of [any] worker 
among you, whether male or female; you are of one another”. (Quran 03:195) 

Islam aims to fight the crime in its origin, not just to inflict punishment and secures the human 
rights even for those who may violate the human rights of others. Human rights in Islam are 
considered to be the goal of Shari’ah and a collective responsibility of the Ummah. An accurate 
balance has to be maintained between basic spiritual and moral development and the protection 
of values by the law.  
In order to be able to represent a fair image of Islam; we have to consider its divinely inspired 
purposes, which yield, as a result, a just worldly order. By applying defensive measures to ensure 
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security of wealth, life, mind, religion, and reproduction, Islam aims to build a society based on 
peace, serenity, friendship, collaboration, altruism, justice, and virtue. 
According to the Quran,  

“All Muslims are brothers and sisters to each other and if a disagreement appears among 
them they make peace and correct it” (Quran, 49:10) 

“They help each other to avoid what God forbids and to observe their religious awareness at 
every stage in their life” (Quran, 5:02) 

“They carry out important tasks after Shura, that is, consultation” (Quran, 3:159; 42:38) 
“They always witness truthfully and are just even if it is against their close relatives” 

(Quran, 4:135) 
So pursuing the straight path can be understood as being absolutely truthful and honest in all 
circumstances, as well as embracing a moderate way of life that encourages good relations with 
everyone and living on the straight path is the most significant desire for any Muslim. 
 

CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS 
In most of the circumstances nowadays attempts are being made to achieve peace by stifling 
justice and by violating human rights. Peace and human rights cannot be achieved in an isolated 
way; both would be flawed in manner while segregating them from each other.18 The world 
might need a new kind of peace building, said Professor Hizkias Assefa in his keynote speech at 
the consultation Tools for Peace. Cross-disciplinary collaboration, a radical non-violent struggle 
for peace and justice, and a religious leadership that could help humanity out of its present moral 
crisis are some of his proposals for the future.19 The imperative state for achieving the 
formulation of human rights in any circumstances are based on the assurance of peace on the 
plane of international relationships.20 Social justice can serve as a possible technique in 
unpacking and addressing the multidimensional aspects of the society. It works as an important 
tool to analyze individual situations and to examine the efficiency and fairness of social 
structures and collective provision to study environmental impacts and relationships.21 

There are number of similarities between Islamic and Western systems for reconciling 
controversies and disputes. Such as communicating with each other and engaging in dialogue, 
compromising and resolving differences peacefully, nationally and internationally. However, the 
West while in pursuing the peace objective often disowns the contributions of Muslim scholars 
in addressing internationally conflicted issues. Instead of this, efforts are directed at altering, 
modifying, and reforming the Islamic societies towards its specific hegemonic agenda and 
policies. Thus the West (including United States) as a dominant world power, in its conflicts 
often enforces peace through coercive power politics, while the underlying causes of conflict 
remain undetermined forever. Such is the case now, for example, with regard to conflicts with 
Iran, Iraq, Afghanistan and Palestine.22 The Declaration of Human Rights by United Nations was 
proclaimed in 1948 which is set out in 30 articles. They strive to secure life, liberty, and security 
for all men, women, and children. The United Nations Organization defines the human rights in 
this way:  Those rights, which are inherent in our nature and without which we cannot live as 
human beings.23 There is no doubt that the preservation of this declaration is a righteous act 
however each article has been adequately addressed in the past by the words of Allah the 
Almighty in Quran and the traditions of Prophet Muhammad (SAAS). It is narrated by Abdullah 
ibn Umar: Allah's Apostle said, “A Muslim is a brother of another Muslim, so he should not 
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oppress him, nor should he hand him over to an oppressor. Whoever fulfilled the needs of his 
brother, Allah will fulfill his needs. Whoever brought his brother out of a discomfort, Allah will 
bring him out of the discomforts of the Day of Resurrection, and whoever screened a Muslim, 
Allah will screen him on the Day of Resurrection”.24 It clears that how much Islam emphasizes 
on the security and protection of the privacy and basic values and rights of the humanity. 
Nowadays around the world, abuses of human rights are being perpetrated and is became a 
common thing mostly in the name of religion, and very sadly sometimes in the name of Islam.  
In the Western world, now it seems a common notion to relate Islam with terrorism, violence and 
backwardness including a number of analysts, academia and the media; while peace in Islam is 
the core principle and an ideal to aspire to pursue a just model society. However it is important to 
recognize that just because a country is known as Islamic, this does not mean that it 
automatically follows the ways of violations; the same can be said of all religions. Over the 
course of time, the general approach of Muslims remained supportive for the maintenance of 
peace, spreading an environment of serenity and trust, and constructing a civilization of love, and 
compassionate. It would not be a positive approach to stand silent by ignoring the systems from 
which the collective symptoms of our injustices emerge and expect them to disappear magically. 
Muslims were given Guidance in the form of the Quran and Prophet (SAAS) for a reason, so 
they should not then be faint-hearted in their efforts rather they should made efforts to bring the 
whole society back to the true peace that can prevail when injustices are overcome. It is then 
crucial for Muslims to realize that they have a duty and responsibility to reflect on their belief 
systems, contribute maximally to understanding the meaning of life, to implement the highest 
values of their religion. Although it is important to understand the reasons behind rise of violence 
among Muslims today, it is also necessary to employ strategies to empower those Muslim groups 
who are working to bring peace through nonviolent means. In that respect, Muslim theologians, 
scholars, and activists should recover the Islamic tradition of nonviolence and explore ways in 
which it can be applied meaningfully to resolve conflicts and restore justice and harmony. 
  

CONCLUSION 
Islam as the way of life encompasses all sphere of human existence from an individual level to 
international level and always resorts to logic and states that no material but the rationality of the 
human being is the ultimate prerequisite for establishing justice in the society. It promises that 
those who follow Allah’s rules will be rewarded with His guarantee of eternal Paradise and those 
who will restrict or take away the rights of others given to them by Almighty Allah will be 
punished. The enforcement of justice and human rights in Islam is linked inextricably to the 
implementation of Islamic law. Islam urges mankind to move on to a plane of existence where, 
by reason of their inner excellence, they can realize the ideal of the brotherhood and seeks to 
establish a justice based model society and achieve the human rights and many others through 
the provision of  legal safeguards. 
Keeping in view the above facts, one can infer that the concept of justice (Adl) and human rights 
(Huquq-ul-Insan) in Islam is so unique that it did not make any distinction on the biases of color, 
caste or region. It not only guarantees the security of life but also presents a unique life style 
which Allah has obliged to live under the shadow of moral and ethical values and believes in 
peaceful existence and depends on the philosophy of live and let live peacefully. Therefore, it is 
the need of time that Muslims from east to west must study the concepts and perspectives of 
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Islamic social system very deeply and comprehensively. So that it would be realized that the 
implications of implementations of social justice and human values are the basic and 
fundamental teachings of Islam. They must evidently illustrate to the world that their religion is 
indeed the religion of peace that insists for universal liberation and establishment of justice and 
maintenance of human rights. This is what our Prophet (SAAS) accomplished. And this is for us 
his greatest Sunnah to practice.  
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