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Abstract 

Bhai kahan Singh Nabha( august 30, 1861- November 24, 1938 ) was a great Sikh Scholar. He 

also known as a encyclopaedist of Punjabi  language. He has written approximately 33 books, 

among which Gurshabad Ratnakar Mahan Kosh is very famous Punjabi dictionary. Its also called 

the encyclopedia of Sikhism. Because this Kosh has given a lot of information about Sikh 

History. Other compositions are not directly related to history but these are considered to be 

reliable source of Sikh history. All of these works will be studied on a historical basis, because 

Bhai Sahib has presented authentic Sikh History. 
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Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha became Shiromani author of the Sikh History. Who has contributed a 

great deal in Sikh History by writing Gurshabad ratnakar Mahan Kosh, Gurmat Martand, Hum 

Hindu Nahi and a number of Granths. Bhai Sahib was born in 1861 AD at Sabazbanera in district 

Bathinda. Name of his mother was Har Kaur and his father’s name Narayan Singh. He remained 

alive till 1938 AD. In these 77 years of his life,he served Maharaja Hira Singh and his son 

Maharaja Ripudaman Singh in the Nabha State and he also served some time in Patiala State. 

This was that time when the Sikh faith was in danger. Sikh religion was struggling for its 
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existence. When he came in contact with Pro. Gurmukh Singh they formed Singh Sabha Lahore. 

He started his writings in the influence of Singh Sabha. The aim of this Singh Sabha was to lead 

the life of Sikhs according to Sikh principles. Bhai Sahib’s most popular and critic book was Hum 

Hindu Nahi. Besides this in other 32 books he enlightened the Sikh History. Directly there is no 

link of these books with History accept Ithash Baggarian. But even then there are elements of 

Sikh history in his writings. About his 30 books are some but connected with Sikh history. 

In these books there is principles of Sikhism, Sikh Rahat Maryada, life of Sikh Gurus, their 

works, contribution of Sikhs in religion and a lot of valuable material. 

Gurmat Martand 

Gurmat Martand was written in his later life in which he included the teachings of Sudakar and 

Gurmat Parbhakar in a new way. There are 1500 topics and sub topics are included. Which 

were related to Sikh principles and Rahait Maryada. In the introduction of this book Bhai 

Kahan Singh Nabha said that the reason to write about this book was to eliminate the 

superstition and misconceptions that had risen due to the Granths (books) written by 

some other authors. Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha was against these misconceptions and 

wanted to put an end to them. So in the topic ‘Ihitihas Virodh’ in the book ‘Gurmat 

Martand’, it is written that the books ‘Gurvilas Patshah Shevi Granth’ and ‘Gurpartap 

Suraj Granth’ had a lot of misconceptions about the Sikh religion. This shows Bhai 

Kahan Singh Nabha’s knowledge and insight about the Sikh religion and its history. Bhai 

Sahib critized well known Sikh Granths like Gurvilash Patshahi 6th ,Gurpartap Suraj Granth 

Mehma Parkash etc in this book in which illogical, imaginary and opposing Gurmat incidents 

were given. Bhai Sahib wanted us to be conscious about the dates and references which are 

ficious. He also clarified that after Guru Gobind Singh Gurship was granted to Add Granth only. 

Mahan Kosh 

Mahan Kosh covers a lot of topic which include the Sikh religion, Punjabi literature, geography, 

history and politics. Hence it is due to this reason that this book is also known as the 

encyclopedia of Sikh literature. However this book is not only limited to the Sikh community, it 

also provides knowledge on Punjab, the Punjabi language as well as the other languages used in 
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India. Other than Sikh literature, this books also shares knowledge about the Vedic Hindu 

granths, Urdu, Hindi, Afghani and Arbi-Farsi languages. Bhai Kahn Singh Nabha also wrote 

about the Arabian, European and some other nations in this book. Hence this book contains 

information on various universal subjects. However this book has been written in the Punjabi 

and Gurmukhi script. As this book by Bhai Kahn Singh provides knowledge about the world, 

hence it is not appropriate to call it the ‘Sikh literature of encyclopedia’. 

In this way Mahan Kosh is such writing from which a History book can be written.There is no 

such book till now which describes the Sikh History from 1469 AD to 1926 AD. It is not eaisy to 

make index of Sikh History from his Mahan Kosh. There is a metioned in this Kosh from Guru 

Nanak dev to Saka Nankana Sahib. In this ten Gurus, Banda Bahadur, Dal Khalsa, 12 Misals, 

Ranjit Singh, two Sikh-Anglo wars, Singh Sabha Movement, Akali Movement and Gurudwara 

Reform movement are included. There are other historical facts are  found in the various 

following books. 

Hum Hindu Nahi 

It was published in 1898 AD. It made the Sikhs aware of the fact that not only they are different 

than the Hindu but their philosophy embodied in the Gurbani, incorporated in the Aad Granth 

Sahib, is quit different than that of Hinduism. In this book Bhai Sahib clarified that Sikh religion 

is not a branch of Hindu religion it is an independent religion. In spite of the publication of the 

book, Hum Hindu Nahi, some Sikh theologians continued to interpret Gurbani under theshadow 

of Vedas and Vedanta. He described it in his book with the interection between two persons 

Sikh and Hindu. He explained the origin of Sikh and Hindu religion separately. He also explained 

some prominent religious personalities, Religious Granths,customs of society and Hindu 

mythology. 

Safarname  

Travelagues (safarname) of Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha – This book is collection of letters of Bhai 

Kahan Singh. This is published by Raspal Kaur granddaughter of Bhai sahib. In this book Bhai 

Sahib represents as a traveloguist. His two traveloguist about hill estate and abroad  travelogue  

is  found  as hand  written which are published  by  Rashpal   Kaur.  We  came  to  know  about   
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many   places customs  festivals  etc one of  these  is travelogue  of  journey  of  hill estate eight  

letters  are  in it. Bhai  Sahib  gave  discription  in   these  letters  as follows Mandi, Bajang, 

Dahar, Kamand Kulu  is  mentioned in this letter many festivals have also been mentioned in it. 

Dushera , demonstrations, description of their religious and materialistic life in hill estate 

travelogue. We can see their description  as follow, as he is saying to describe the way Mandi to 

Bajuara way  is very good . 

Bhai Sahib described the beauty of hills of Kulu as written “Top of hills full of snow is very 

wonderful sights. Hills look like silver rocks”. Its cool and breeze, jamine flowers deal found 

here in great deal. He described wild goats ,cock and fags. He has also described wild herbs and 

trees. He also described the atmosphere of Pathankot and Dhariwal. Like this travelague of 

abroad gives us  geographical   information  of foreign hill like Etha which is in left side of Rijio 

town in which snow fall  and  fire flaming can be seen in the right  side of that town. There is 

Starabani  hill which completely surrounded by water its fire and smoke looks like a water fall. 

We also get historical importance of different places. From these travelogue we came to know 

the orgion and different types of buildings ,religious places and educational institutions. For 

example Bhai Sahib has written about Marsales that  its  establishment is  600BC. Twenty 

Oxford colleges are also mentioned in which four hundered Indian students were taking their 

education. He also told us that this place was house of ridiculous and rigid religion sign of that 

time. Queen marry had burnt protessent who were separate from Roman Cathiolic 

idealogy.Their  famous  monument  has been  made  there. Bhai Sahib also wrote about Forth 

Bridge near Adanbra. This Bridge is made of iron with new techniques. Its lenth is 8298 feet and 

hight is 354 feet. Two trains can cross simultaneously. Bhai  Sahib  also mentioned Cambridge 

except Oxford. Many Sikhs were dwelt there. They celebrate Gurupurbs with great enthusiasm 

15 pages are written about Baijnath temple. 

  His travelogues are written in form of letters. This is their contemporary history of Bhai 

Sahib’s journey Folklore of these places have shown in these travelogues which can be used  a 

historical source. Aftar study of these travelogues we can analyse climate,dresses,currency,food 

items,means of transport and way of living etc. 
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Gurchhand Devakar 

In this book verses of Sikh literature are listed in according to Kosh and lagomatries of the 

verses are mentioned. In long introduction telling the history of Verse Sashter signs are used to 

describe. We came to know which points are to be kept in mind while reading the book. This 

book begins from Mangla–Charan and technical words used in verse ,Short and Guru 

lagomatries, Dagadh Akhar, Alphabet and sign unit , Charan (Parts) and Punctuation etc. Except 

these words Guru Granth Sahib and verses Kafliye – Rafed   Urdu , Ariabi, Francis verses are also 

written. This detail is summed up in 39 pages. Primary knowledge of verse sashter can be 

gainedby a reader from this book. After this Catalogue of word series begins with description of 

verses. With the Introduction of verse example of Sikh literature are also presented. To write 

this book , Bhai Sahib had taken a help or support of Dasam Granth , Add Granth, Sarb Loh , 

Bhai Nand Lal’s writings, Gurbilam Patshai Sixth , Spiritual Ramanyan poet Gulab Singh , 

Gurpartap Suraj Parkash Granth, Gurbilas Patsahi 6th. He took verses from above Granths and 

prepared Verse Saster. The verses of above Granths are not found in general books and 

Granths. These are found in rare which are not understood by readers.In this book about 500 

verses have been mentioned in 105 context and difficult point have been noted and explained 

in footnotes. 

Main features of this book 

I. Description of education.  

II. Description of historical incidents . 

III. Meaning of difficult words . 

IV. Introduction of verses and their background . 

 Description of Mythical –As told before ,Bhai Sahib’s commented many times in footnotes 

about verses . Mythical description is in foot notes i.e Akra shand‘s has been taken form Dasam 

Granth’s Ramavtar and description  of battle between love Kush and Ramachadara. 

Except this , by giving a meaning of a line Bhai Sahib wrote , Bharat asked to Munivesh Dhari 

Love Kush to give up battle and to compromise with Ramchandara to get Khalit. Except this the 

description of Ram , Ravan, Inder and Kali Devi etc. are presented many times in footnotes. 
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Descripition of Historical events :- Description of verses are given in Sikh Granths at the time of 

Gurus especically Guru Hargobind Sahib and Guru Gobind Sahib’s were described in verses. For 

example in Ajuba Chhand of Gurbilas Pathshai 6thBhai Bidhi chand’s bravery at the time of 

Hargobind. In this way Guru Nanak Sahib’s modikhans‘s account can find in the reference of 

Guru Nanak Parkash’s verses. War of Anandpur is presented in some verses when hilly kings 

have prepared a furious elephant to destroy fort’s door. Bhai Sahib clarified in this book by 

including verses giving the historical refernces . 

Meaning of difficult words - Like his other books he tried to explain the meaning of difficult 

words used in verses in footnotes. Footnotes can be seen at every page in this book. He used 

different signs in his origin verses. 

Introduction of verse- In this book there is a main introduction about verses. Verses are 

introduced with letters or lagometries. It is also introduced that how many lagometries or 

letters are used in a verses. Signs of small lagometry and big lagometry are given in a verses. In 

some verses the background of these lagometries are given. In Dasam Granth with Chopie and 

Tribhangi is the example of Kalas word. The origin of some verses is also described in this book 

for example Dakhan. In this Bhai Sahib told that verses has no caste here but Dakhan is used for 

Multan,Sahiwal region in south of Guru Nanak’s birth place. It is popular as a Dakhan.The 

creation of verses is Daha and Sortha. 

Naband (Essays) of Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha  

This book is collection of essays of Bhai Sahib. This is published with the help of Dr. Ravinder 

Kaur Ravi and Dr.Jagmail Singh Bhathua. This book is published from Navjug  press, New Delhi. 

In this book his essays and lectures are included which have been published in contemporary 

magazines and newspepers. According to encyclopedia the meaning of essays such literary 

work which is of medium size and personal view expressed by the writer in natural way. 

Accoding to Mahan Kosh, “essays is an explaination of different views.”From the history of an 

essay we came to know that essays in Punjabi is the creation of 20th century. First of all Bhai 

Mohan Singh Vaid translated an English essay named ‘ Vekan Vichar Ratnavali’. Bhai Hajara 

Singh and Amar Singh translated Urdu essays in Punjabi. Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha wrote some 

essays in English and Punjabi on different subjects such as Itahas Sangeet, Sahit and Sikh Dharm 
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etc. From these essays , we came to know that definition of history,  Sikh customs like  Hola- 

Mohala’s history. Except this social evils like caste system , Alcholism , supersitions and 

backdoor tradition are known to us. The sign of morality can be seen in these essays. Bhai Sahib 

wrote twenty three essays and twenty four appendices . Compositions of Bhai Sahib and ideas 

of many scholars about  Bhai Sahib included in this book. 

In essay Itahas he wrotes that which Granth presents same incidents as it happens is  called 

historical Granth. It will be wrong to call historical Granth in which Incidents are different from 

each other.There is no matching between incidents and time. Study of History is counted in 

major parts of education. Viyahs Ji has written in Mahabharat that darkness may disappear with 

the light of history. Is presentation of incidents as similar as these occurs. It would be wrong to 

call history to those incidents as these not presented same as these occur. There are many 

limitations of historians in India. They wrote only about incident but not about date and time. It 

concludes that we  did not know about exact time and place of incident. 

In essay Ranjit Nagara Bhai Sahib mentioned Guru Gobind Singh’s Ranjit Nagara.Nagara is the 

drum of victory in battelefield. This name given the kettledrum installed by Guru Gobind Singh 

at Anadpur Sahib in 1684 AD. Nagara word taken from Persion language word Naqqarah 

meaning a kettledrum which was a symbal of royality. As well as fulfilling his spiritual office, 

Guru Gobind Singh had like his grandfather Guru Hargobind Sahib adopted the emblems of 

wordly dignity. He wore an aigrette and arms,sat under canopy and went out riding in state. 

Adding another sign of authority in 1684,his diwan Nand Chand had a bettledrum installed at 

his bidding. 

Tracts of Bhai Sahib 

In the tract ‘Chheepa Shabad Di Utpatti’  Bhai Sahib has written about the complete history of 

caste system that the basis to start this practise was colour in the beginning, and then work 

became its basis. In the chapter 4 of the part two of Vishnu Puraan, it is written that the people 

with white complexion were Brahmins, people with deep red complexion were Vaishyas and 

dark complexioned people were Shudras. In this way on the basis of colour of the skin the 

society was divided into four castes. Later, work became the basis of this distinction. In the 

eleventh mantra of Purusha Shukta of Yajurveda, it is said that Brahmin is considered to be the 
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face of God Kshatriyas as arms, Vaishyas as his thighs Shudras as his feet. This means, a person 

who gave moral discourse through mouth was Brahmin, the warriors who used hands were 

Kshatriyas, a person who practiced any business was Vaishyas and a person who served others 

was Shudras. 

Bhai Sahib presented another tract Shrab Nished based on alcohol prohibition in which he has 

elucidated the harmful effects of alcoholism. Alcohol consumption has been prohibited in all the 

religions. Alcohol consumption has forbidden in Sikh religion also. To prove this point, Bhai 

Sahib has cited examples from Gurbani written by Guru Nanak Dev  and Guru Amardas in 

which prohibition of alcohol has been mentioned. In the same manner, alcohol consumption has 

been banned in the ballads of Bhai Gurdas ,Dasam Granth, Guru Vilas Sahitnama, etc. Bhai 

Sahib has advised to keep away from the vice of alcohol and lead a life of ethics. He has written 

in this tract that the religious teacher of Hindus, Manu, has also written about keeping away from 

the consumption of alcohol.Alongside Bhai Sahib has given details about the important historical 

books (Granths) in which alcohol has been strictly disallowed. 

Roopdeep Pingal 

This book is a composition of the great poet Jai Kishan Das and has been edited by Bhai Kahan 

Singh Nabha. Bhai Sahib get this book published on 1st January 1921 AD. The characteristic 

quality of this book is that the explanation of the 52 stanzas (Chhand) has been done in the poetic 

form about Roopdeep Pingal’s ‘Ganchhand’, ‘Matrik Chhand’ and Varnik Chhand. Although it 

is a small book of thirty six pages, however, the chhands (verses)have been presented in a very 

interesting manner. The history of Chhand scriptures has been written in the form of footnotes in 

this book and also the history of ‘Pingal’ word has also been given. Bhai Sahib has clarified in 

the footnote that ‘Pingal’ was a saint who was a saint of the chhand scriptures. That is why all 

books related to Chhand education has been given the name ‘Pingal’. Some people also believe 

that Saint Pingal was an incarnation of ‘Sheshnaag (a mythical snake)’. Seshnaag is considered 

the religious teacher of Chhands. 

There are some mythological details, for example, there is an anecdote in the footnote about 

Garud, who is the transport of Lord Vishnu and the King of birds, that Garud got the knowledge 

of chhand from Sheshnaag. That is why on gets historical references and historical facts in every 

book of Bhai Sahib. What so ever may be the theme of the book, Bhai Sahib gives instances and 

facts from Vedic Literature in every book like Ved, Puraan and Upnishads,etc to prove his point. 
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Raj Dharam 

This is the first book of Bhai Kahan Singh Nabha. He wrote this book when he was an employee 

of Maharaja Heera Singh. This book was published on government expenses and was distributed 

free of cost. This book was first printed by Durga Press at Lahore in 1896 AD. This book was 

written on the views of the Maharaja. In every chapter of the book, there is a Sikh character and 

a landlord, who resolve every type of matter with their wisdom. In this book it has been 

exemplified that how a king should be and what are the responsibilities of a king and what 

should be the life style of a king. This book was published in 2005 AD at the National Book 

Shop, Delhi. Dr. Jagmail Singh Bhathuan is its editor. Although this book is related to rule and 

policy (diplomacy), even then Bhai Sahib has given many historical references like he writes that 

as per ‘Padam-Puran’, “Prithu” was the foremost king. A planet of the solar system has been 

named after his name ‘Prithvi’ which is ‘Earth’. 

Narrating the history of political contemplation, Bhai Sahib writes that political contemplation 

began in Greek. There is a reference about Palato, Aristotle Greek Philosophy and it has been 

told that Palato considered rule as an essential institution for development. Similarly, there is a 

discussion of Aristotle’s views about rule. In addition to Greek philosopher, references has been 

given from Rigveda, Manu- Samriti, Puraan, Ramayan and Mahabharata to tell about the  

essential of rule and responsibilities of the King. Although this book is related to government and 

diplomacy, but it has many instances of historical events and elements. There is a description of 

historical books, especially related to diplomacy. 

Itihas Bagadia 

This is a historical book. The entire history of Bagadia dynasty is described. According to the 

information of Dr. Davinder Singh Vidyarthi, this book has not been published yet. This is the 

last unpublished creation of Bhai Sahib which is edited by Rajwinder Kaur ‘Ravi’. This book 

was published by Navyug press Dekhi in 2011. In this book first thing told is about the history. 

That history is counted among the prominent branches of education. The text which presents any 

incident exactly the same way, is called ‘History’. A book in which reason of an incident and the 

time of the incident are different, that book can not be called a historical text. The necessary 

elements of history are time and reason (purpose). Mythical stories can not be called history. 

After writing the definition of history,  Bhai Sahib wrote about Bagadia dynasty, then 

Hukumnama of Guru Gobind Singh, Hukumnama Mata Sundri, Hukumnama Banda Singh 

Suraj Punj Journal For Multidisciplinary Research

Volume 9, Issue 5, 2019

ISSN NO: 2394-2886

Page No: 277



Bahadar and a written message ‘Rukka’ is also described in this book. This was the first part and 

in the second part, information about Sikh religion, Dasam Granth, Guru Granth Sahib and ten 

Guru Sahibaan is provided.  

There is a mention of a special incident in the Sikh history that Bhai Roop Singh an his father 

Sudhu was once working in their fields and they had hung kettle (koona) filled of water to a tree. 

It was very hot and when they felt thirsty, they wanted to drink the water but they observed that 

the water was very cold. Seeing this they thought that the water was suitable for Guru Sahib to 

drink. In those days Guru Ji was seated at Drauli which was twenty five miles away from these 

father and son. Guru Ji reached upto them and drank that cold water. After this Guru Sahib gave 

them some tokens and permitted them to populate a village on a mound and with his sacred 

hands he dug in the  branch of the tree whose mark is still present there. This village was named 

after the name of Roop Chnadas Bhai Roopa. Bhai Roopa is a town in Bathinda district of 

Punjab. 

After reading the history of Bagadiya, we come to know that this family is of Bahi Roop Singh 

who was the son of Bhai Sadhu who served the sixth Guru Hargobind. 

Bhai Roop Singh served the Sikh Panth from the sixth Guru Hargobind to the tenth Guru Gobind 

Singh. His descendants who live in Bagadiya also propagate Sikh religion. During the Anglo-

sikh wars, this family helped the Sikhs, so a lot of Bagadiya land was snatched from them. 

After reading the history of Bagadiya, we come to know that this family is of Bahi Roop Singh 

who was the son of Bhai Sadhu who served the sixth Guru Hargobind. 

Bhai Roop Singh served the Sikh Panth from the sixth Guru Hargobind to the tenth Guru Gobind 

Singh. His descendants who live in Bagadiya also propagate Sikh religion. During the Anglo-

sikh wars, this family helped the Sikhs, so a lot of Bagadiya land was snatched from them. 

Presidency Speech of Bhai Sahib 

Bhai Sahib was the president of th 27th Sikh Educational Conference at Amritsar in 1938 AD 

(Sammat1995) and he shared his thoughts about Education. 

By reading this history, we come to know that kings of those times also killed their daughters at 

the time of their birth. Killing of the girl child also prevailed as a custom in the society. One such 

incident is also described in the book ‘Itihas Bagaiya’. After Arjan Singh, Bhai Aridaman Singh 

and after that Bhai Haridhan Singh was the descendants of this family. So we come to know the 
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history from Bhai Dharam Singh to Bhai Haridhan Singh from this book of Bhai Kahan Singh 

Nabha. 

Along with it, four Hukumnamas of Guru Gobind Singh are also given in this book which were 

sent to Bhai Roop Singh by Guru Sahib. There is one Rukka of the tenth Guru, one Hukumnama 

of Mata Sundri and one by Banda Singh Bahadur, given in this book. 

In the last part of this book, ten Guru Sahibaans, five Pyaras, Four Sahibzadas (Princes), forty 

Muktas and Guru Granth Sahib’s informative knowledge is also found. We come to know the 

lines of the Sikh Scholars Bhai Gurdas, Bhai Nand Lal, Bhai Santokh Singh, Bhai Giyan Singh, 

etc. Janam Sakhi of Bhai Bala, related to Guru Nanak Dev  can be read in this book. Moreover, 

description of many historical texts is also given in this book. This is the last unpublished 

creation of Bhai Sahib. It was edited in 2011 AD by Ravinder Kaur  ‘Ravi’. 

It can be concluded that the writings of Bhai Sahib are the primary sources of Sikh History of 

historical facts. Bhai Sahib present authentic history on the basis of proved facts. Every 

incident’s causes, time and place has been presented in a good manner. Unaceptable incedents of 

Sikh History researched by him who prove its unaceptabilty. His writings are big sources in 

which the history of 15th century to 20th century has been included. In this way he presented the 

origin of Sikhism, principles, orignizations, and other development of different stages of Sikh 

religion.  
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