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Abstract 
Transgender is a gender expression which differs from their assigned sex.The socio-economic and behavioral 
status of the Transgender are vital factors to ensure the quality of life them. The study aims to identify the 
social, economical and behavioural status of Transgender. A sample of 43 Transgender has been identified for 
the study from Gandhipuram, Townhall and Ukkadamareas of Coimbatore city, Tamilnadu. Snowball sampling 
method was adopted in selection of respondents for the study. It was found from the study that they are isolated 
from their family members and society. As government is taking necessary steps to recognise transgender still it 
has to be monitored and necessary help has to be rendered by the family members and society. 
Keywords:Transgender, social relationship, economic and behavioural. 
 
Introduction 
The term transgender is a gender expression which differs from their assigned sex and it was 
popularized in the 1970s.It explains person who desired to live cross-gender. The term was 
expanded as anumbrella term in 1980s and became familiar. Then in the recent years, the 
term got a political weightage and started gaining support for protecting the rights of these 
sexual minorities. Theyface numerous problems related to social, economical and behavioral 
aspects and their social relationship is also at stake. There were reported news in the media 
(Junior Vikatan, 2010 & The Hindu, 2010) that the Transgender used to face hardships from 
the police personal and this may be due to the behavioral issues of the  Transgender and as 
well as lack of understanding of them.The Government of Tamil Nadu (GoTN) has 
constituted a separate welfare board to mitigate the problems faced by transgender and the 
then Honorable Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu M Karunanidh issued an order on April 10, 
2008, appointing the social welfare minister as president of the board (The Indian Express, 
2009). The significant of this effort was the representatives of Transgender had also been 
included as non-official members of the board in addition to the secretaries of law and 
finance, and senior officials heading various agencies. 
Review of Literature 
Gurvich SE (1991) conducted a study to investigate the impact upon a woman when her 
husband considers himself to be transsexual. It was found that the women experienced that 
their husbands had impractical views of being female and sexual relationships were also 
affected.Hausman BL (1992) found in his study that gender was resulted an obsessive 
deconstruction of the idea of sexual difference and it was performed by transsexuals, who 
demand the removal of their sexual. Hotchkiss VR (1990) analyzed in her study that  both 
transvestites and transsexuals may use female clothing as a transitional object to dissipate 
anxiety. 
Need of the Study 
Predominantly, the Transgender are not with their family and they are considered as excluded 
in the society. The behavioursof Transgender are also not welcomed in the public and their 
social and economic status is not know by the administrators policy makers and social 
workers. In this background, it was felt that the need for such study is pertinent. 
Objectives of the Study 
 To study the socio-economic and behavioral condition of the respondent. 
 To study about the social relationship of the respondent with others. 
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Research Methodology 
The researcher adopted descriptive design in the study which describes the characteristics of 
Transgender, their socio-economic and behavioural status. The Transgender who were 
available in Gandhipuram, Town hall and Ukkadam areas of Coimbatore city at the time of 
data collection constituted the universe. A sample of 43 respondents had been identified using 
snowball sampling method. The data were collected by using a self-structured interview 
schedule developed by the researcher in consultation with the field experts which consisted of 
socio-economic profile, behavioural condition and, social relationship. 
Results And Discussions 
Socio Economic Profile 

Table 1 discuss about the socio economic profile of the respondents taken for the 
study. 

Table No. 1 -Socio Economic Profile 
Factors  Description No. Per cent 
 
Age Group 

16-25 Years 7 16 
26-35 Years 14 33 
36-45 Years 13 30 
46-55 Years 8 19 
56-65 Years 1 2 

Religion Hindu 34 79 
Christian  2 5 
Muslim 7 16 

 Level of 
Education 

Illiterate 4 9 
Primary Education 20 46 
High School   Education 14 33 
Higher Sec Education 5 12 

Occupation Employed 33 77 
Unemployed 9 21 
Others 1 2 

Source of 
Income 

Self- Employed 19 44 
Self Help Group 1 2 
Working For Salary 13 30 
None 10 24 

Monthly 
Income 

Rs.1000-Rs.3000 32 74 
Rs.3000-Rs.7000 11 26 
Above Rs7001 0 0 

Monthly 
Expenses 

Rs.1000-Rs.3000 35 81 
Rs.3000-Rs.7000 8 19 

Residing 
Status 

Own House 0 0 
Rented House 43 100 

Type of 
House 

Concrete 13 30 
Tiled Roof 18 42 
Thatched Roof 6 14 
Asbestos 6 14 

Mode of 
travel 

Bus 10 23 
Train 25 58 
Own Vehicle 6 14 
Others 2 5 
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From the above table it is found that 33 per cent of the respondents belong to the age 
group of 26 – 35 years, 79 per cent belongs to Hindu community, 46 per cent have 
completedprimary level of education, 77 per cent are employed, 44 per cent are self-
employed, 74 per cent of them earn between Rs1000-3000 per month and 81 per cent spend 
Rs.1000 – 3000 for monthly expenses. 100 per cent of the respondents reside in rental house, 
42 per cent prefer tiled roof house for stay, 58 per cent of the respondents use train as the 
mode to travel. 
 
Behavioural Condition  

Table 2 describes about the behavioural condition of the respondents taken for the 
study. 

Table No. 2 -Behavioural Condition 
Factors  Description No. Per cent 
Hospital 
Preference 

Primary Health Centre 5 12 
Government Hospital 17 40 
Private 2 5 
Self-Medication 19 43 

Cloth Preference Saree 30 70 
Pant And Shirt 2 5 
Chudidhar 11 25 

Hobby Watching Television 5 12 
Trying Recipes 5 12 
Gardening 2 5 
Dressing Myself More As A Women 1 2 
None 30 69 

Talents Singing 5 12 
Dancing 22 51 
Painting 2 5 
Others 14 32 

Family Reaction 
On Their Change 

Immediately After The Behavioural Change 6 14 
Few Days Later 5 12 
Few Weeks Later 14 33 
Few Months Later 10 23 
Year Later 8 18 

 
From the above table it is described that 43 per cent of the respondents prefer to buy 

medicine from the pharmacy by themselves without consulting any physician, 70 per cent of 
them prefer to wear Saree as they feel comfortable, 69 per cent of the respondents have no 
hobby to pass time, 51 per cent of the respondents are good in dancing and parents of 33 per 
cent of the respondents reacted few weeks later after their behavioural change. 
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Social Relationship 
 This table describes about the relationship of the respondents with their family and 
society. 

Table No.3 -Social Relationship 
Factors  Description No. Per cent 
Nature of Residing Isolated 13 30 

Live Along with the Public 30 70 
Willingness to live 
with their family 

Yes 20 47 
No 23 53 

Reason to say NO Not Interested 8 35 
Hate 9 39 
They see me as a Problem 6 26 

Having Contact 
With their Parents 

Yes 27 63 
No 16 37 

Having Contact 
With their 
Childhood Friends 

Yes 15 35 
No 28 65 

Interested To Have 
Social Contact 

Yes 16 37 
No 27 63 

Helping Nature of 
Neighbours  

Yes 18 42 
No 25 58 

It is found from the above table that 70 per cent of the respondents live along with the 
general public. This shows that general public trusts the loyalty of the transgender. 53 per 
cent of the respondents say that they don’t like to live with their family members, 39 per cent 
of the respondents inferred that they hate their family members, 63 per cent of the 
respondents are in contact with their family, 65 per cent of the respondents don’t have contact 
with their childhood friends, 63 per cent of the respondents told that they don’t like to have 
social contact and 58 per cent of the respondents stated that their neighbours are not helpful. 
Findings 
1. Nearly three-fourth of the respondents (74 percent) has discontinued their studies. 
2. Absolute majority of the respondents (98 percent) realized the value of the education and 

likes to continue their studies now. 
3. Nearly half of the respondents (49 percent) were employed and nearly half of the 

respondents (49 percent) were unemployed. 
4. The monthly income of more than three-fourth of the respondents (74 percent) is between 

Rs 1000 - 3000 only. 
5. The monthly expenses of majority of the respondents are between Rs 1000 – 3000 only. 
6. Vast majority of the respondents (90 per cent) having no savings account in any of the 

nationalized bank, private banks, mutual funds and post office and majority of the 
respondents (81 per cent) are interested to open a savings account. 

7. All the respondents (100 per cent) were residing in the rented house. 
8. Vast majority of the respondents having none of the important documents like ration card, 

driving license, pan card, voters id and other personal documents. 
9. All the respondents (100 per cent) were not utilizing their voting rights. 
10. More than two – third of the respondents (70 per cent) usually wore saree and they were 

comfortable with sarees. 
11. The main problem faced by the majority of the respondents (79 per cent) was public 

abuse. 
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12. More than three fourth of the respondents (77 per cent) said males in public places as the 
problem creators. 

13. Nearly three fourth of the respondents (70 per cent) has problem with the police 
department and more than one-third of the respondents (42 per cent) got no support from 
the police department. 

14. Vast majority of the respondents (88 per cent) responds that society is discriminating 
them and vast majority of the respondents (88 per cent) said that media portrays them in a 
negative way. 

15. Nearly two third of the respondents (63 per cent) having contact with their parents. 
 

Suggestions 
 The Government and the non-profit organizations need to intervene the issues related to 

Transgender on urgent basis. 
 The media may be sensitized on the issues of transgender which will result in portraying 

the transgender in the appropriate way. 
 The government and civil society organizations need to provide a suitable vocational 

education so that they can become a skilled manpower for having livelihood options. 
 The Government should strive to consider this sexual minority and explore to introduce 

reservation in employments. 
 
Conclusion 
From this study it is concluded that in spite of government giving more concession and other 
facilities to transgender,the Transgender are being affected by various problems like non 
acceptance by their parents, family, and relatives and even by the community. On the 
background of the issues related to Social, Economical and Behavioural Status of 
Transgender discussed here, the government should take efforts to sensitisethe general public 
about transgenderin order to alleviate discrimination against them and should also take-up 
necessary programmes to improve their status. 
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