
 

College with Potential for Excellence Scheme: An overview 

Dr. Shivraj B. Deshmukh 

Librarian, 

Indira Gandhi Senior College, 

Cidco, Nanded. M.S. 

Abstract- The theme of the present paper is highlighted on College with potential for 
Excellence Scheme: an overview, University Grants Commission has introduced College with 
Potential for excellence schemes in its five-year plan in the year 2004-2005. The main moto of 
this scheme is to enhance research culture in Colleges in India. CPE is one of the great scheme 
of University Grants Commission. 

Keyword- College with potential for excellence, Objectives of CPE Schemes, Eligibility for 
selection of CPE Scheme, Parameters for assisting under CPE Scheme, Nature of financial 
assistance for CPE Scheme, Guideline for Colleges to apply CPE Scheme, Constitution 
committee, Conclusion. 

Introduction- There are large numbers of under graduate Colleges impart good eminence 

education in India. Out of these Colleges many of them have autonomous status for better 

accomplishment in standard teaching. University Grants Commission has recognized such 

Colleges and gave them the status of College with Potential for Excellence and provided funds 

to them for significantly to help them for higher standard teaching.   

College with Potential for Excellence an Overview- 

CPE stands for College with Potential for Excellence. To complete excellence mainly 

in teaching and to instigate a research culture in Colleges, the UGC has initiated a new scheme 

College with Potential for Excellence. UGC has introduced the scheme of College with 

Potential for Excellence, during the tenth five-year plan in year 2004-2005. The commission 

intend to recognize Colleges across the country and to support them to develop their academic 

infrastructure, adopt improvement in teaching methods, assessment etc. The proposals invited 

from Colleges all over India were evaluated by a working group committee.  

In the first phase out of 239 Colleges, only 47 Colleges have selected for College with 

Potential for Excellence scheme in India. Each of these Colleges was sanctioned 50 % of the 

allocated amount in year 2004-2005. The second phase, out of 333 Colleges only 50 Colleges 

have selected for College with Potential for Excellence scheme. During 2006-2007 the amount 

released to these chosen Colleges. In the third phase, out of 260 Colleges only 149 Colleges 

have selected for this scheme. During 2009-2010 the amount released to these preferred 

Colleges in India. In Maharashtra, University Grants Commission has selected 47 Colleges for 
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College with Potential for Excellence scheme in three phases. UGC has selected only 9 CPE 

Colleges in the phase first, 11 Colleges has chosen for phase second and 27 Colleges have 

preferred for phase third in Maharashtra. 

The Colleges recognized under the scheme as per the tenth five-year plan guidelines 

are being supported by the UGC. The ceilings of the grant vary from Rs.35 lakhs to Rs. 100.00 

lakhs per College on the basis of the category to which it’s belong. If it is just affiliated College, 

it shall receive only Rs.35 lakhs. If it is autonomous or accredited, it shall receive Rs.60 lakhs. 

It shall receive 100 lakhs if it is autonomous and accredited. These Colleges are assessed from 

time to time and the Colleges which are not found to be performing well may be given a notice 

to improve. The status may be withdrawn if they still do not execute well.  

The basic aim of the scheme is for improving and increase infrastructure and achieving 

excellence in teaching, research and outreach programmes and creating academic environment 

in the locality of the town. Under this scheme, the Colleges are financially supported to 

progress their academic infrastructure. A College with Potential for Excellence acts as a role 

model for other College in their area of operation. (UGC, 2020) 

Objectives of CPE Scheme- 

University Grants Commission has designed College with Potential for Excellence 

Scheme to identify the Colleges which are excellence well in education systems and imparting 

quality education and provide special financial assistance, for more flourish more ideas and 

activities of concerned Colleges to enhance the education quality. In order to ensure proper 

utilization of financial assistance, UGC has set up some objectives for better implementation 

of the College with Potential for Excellence Schemes. 

i To build up the academic and physical infrastructure for achieving excellence in 
teaching, research and outreach programme. 

ii To promote flexible and effective governance. 

iii To enhance the superiority of the learning and teaching process at the undergraduate 

and postgraduate level with the help of a flexible credit based modular system, and the 

whole range of innovations currently accepted globally. 

iv To promote educational programmes relevant to the socio economic needs of the nation. 

v To progress undergraduate education in Colleges by the interfacing of the PG 
programme. 
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vi To encourage networking with centre’s/ departments and laboratories around the 
country. 

vii  To promote skill oriented programme. 

viii To realize global standards of excellence in education, training and research. 

ix  To present hands on training and promote research among students. 

x  To use latest skill as aid in teaching, learning and training in public speaking in order 

to expand the personalities of the students to assist them to acquire and build up 

qualities of leadership (UGC, 2020). 

Eligibility for Selection of CPE Scheme- 

The College with Potential for Excellence scheme is not binding and applicable to all 

Colleges and Institutions. Colleges which wish to apply for the said scheme must fulfill 

minimum basic criteria. The basic criteria to be eligible for the scheme are given as under. 

i  College should be in 2f/ 12B status of UGC. 

ii  College should be ten years old or more. 

iii  Autonomous Colleges will be given preference. 

iv  College should be an aided Government/ Constituent one. 

v  College should be accredited by NAAC. 

vi  The College must attach a copy of Self Study Report. 

vii  The College should enclose a report of the evaluation undertaken by NAAC. 

viii The Colleges, which have not been accredited by NAAC, must try to get the 
accreditation within a year. 

ix If College does not transpire due to the looseness on the part of the College, the status 

would be revoked and the grants can be stopped. (UGC, 2020) 

 

 

Parameters for Assisting Colleges under CPE Scheme-  

UGC has given certain parameters for proper implementation of this scheme. The parameters 

are as indicated as under. 

i Academic development, use of IT and current technologies in respect of the Office, 
Library and other related activities. 

ii Increase of Science laboratories. 
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iii Upgrading of College library. 

iv Contribution in sports as also other students’ facility. 

v Retraining of teachers. 

vi The examination system. 

vii Stress on research. 

viii Serving poor students. 

ix  Involvement in community affairs. 

x  Confirmation of concern for environment. 

xi  Vocational courses and ability-oriented programmes include (UGC, 2020). 

Nature of Financial Assistance for CPE Colleges- 

College has selected for College with Potential for Excellence scheme. UGC has chosen 

financial assistance for the development of College according to guideline. UGC give the 

financial support to selected Colleges in the range 35 lakh to 100 lakhs (1 Crore) for their 

academic, research, infrastructure development. 

i UGC give the grants for selected CPE Colleges in the range Rs. 35 lakhs to 1 Crore. 

ii  Non- autonomous / not accredited by NAAC Colleges up to Rs. 35 lakhs. 

iii  Autonomous and not accredited College’s vice- versa up to Rs. 60 lakhs. 

iv  Autonomous and accredited Colleges up to 100.00 lakhs (1 Crore). 

v  Utilization period of grant is three year. (UGC, 2020) 

Guidelines for Colleges to apply for CPE Scheme- 

University Grants Commission has given some guidelines for getting CPE Scheme for 

Colleges. University Grants Commission has designed College with Potential for Excellence 

Schemes to identify the Colleges which are excellence well in education systems and imparting 

quality education and provide special financial assistance to the Colleges. The guidelines are 

as, 

i For getting CPE Scheme College should submit their proposal through University to 
UGC. 

ii UGC Committee would visit to the College for two days. 

iii Interact with the Faculty and others and work out a plan of action which would then be 
presented to the Standing committee for approval. 

iv After presentation of Principal UGC released the grants for College. 
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v The release of grants by UGC non-recurring grants may not be more than 60 % and 
recurring grants may not be more than 40 % of the total allocation. 

vi Recurring grants may be paid in lump sums of the execution of the plan. 

vii Every College shall submit their yearly report of its presentation. 

viii Status will also be revoked in the case of misappropriation and misuse of funds. 

ix If, the information and data supplied by the College to claim the Potential for 

Excellence is found to be incorrect, the status will be revoked (UGC, 2020). 

Constitution of Committees- 

University Grants Commission has constituted three main committees for better 

implementation of CPE Scheme. The details of committee and its members are as 

1 Standing Committee- 

This is a central committee, which will look into the policy and schemes, and 

will consist of the following members. 

i One Commission member 

ii Two Vice Chancellors 

iii Two Deans of Colleges 

iv Five Experts to be nominated by the Chairman 

2 Visiting Committee- 

This committee will identify the Colleges which have potential for excellence 

and will contain. 

i One member of the Standing committee 

ii One Expert 

 iii One UGC Officer 

 3 Monitoring Committee- 

This committee will monitor the performance of the Colleges assigned to it and 

submit its report to the Standing committee 

 i Two members of the Standing committee 

 ii Four Experts from outside (UGC) 

Conclusion- College with Potential for excellence Scheme is a good boon for Colleges in India. 

This scheme is introduced by University Grants Commission in its 10 th five-year plan 
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in the year 2004-2005. Due to CPE Schemes Colleges and College libraries in India 

became rich in book collection, e-resources, developing infrastructure, equipment’s for 

Colleges. 
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