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ABSTRACT 

A report of the emergence has been carried out to be able to outline the social structure of medieval 

Karnataka. Apart from kinship ties, the inter clan associations have been studied along with the process 

State development which created via unique stages. The composite society attribute of the medieval time 

is amply experienced in Miniature Painting, Craft Works, Textile, Architecture, Sculpture, Enamel etc 

areas. An innovative style of architecture known as the Indo - Islamic design was created out of this 

particular fusion. Nevertheless, it's astonishing that several of the painters attempted to paint the 

classical ragas, therefore giving colour as well as type to these kinds of abstract conceptions as music. 
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I. INTRODUCTION 

Karnataka emerges as a result of the mists of 

prehistory just in the quarter century once the 

Gangas established a tiny principality in the 

community of Kolar. This occurred maybe as a 

consequence of the stimulus out of Northern 

Karnataka which had been a part of the 

Satavahana principality. From no less than the 

next century A.D., Banavasi in the North Kanara 

district was the capital of a department of the 

Satavahanas - the Cutukulananda Satakarnis. 

Near exactly the same time as the establishment 

of the Ganga Kingdom by Kongurivarma of the 

Jahnaveya Kula, the Kadambas supplanted the 

Cutukulananda Satakarnia to create the own 

kingdom of theirs with the capital of its at 

Banavasi. But whereas the Kadambas had been 

overthrown by the Calukyas of Vatapi towards 

the close of the sixth century, the Gangas 

continued to hold sway over the majority of the 

top Kaveri valley until the first eleventh century 

aside from a short time once the Rastrakutas 

established a (viceroyalty in this particular 

region after overthrowing Sivamara II in the first 

ninth century. 

It's hardly surprising, then, that the region of 

which the Gangas held sway came to enjoy an 

unique identity of its own. As early as the very 

first quarter of the eighth century, it was 

recognized as the 90 6 1000 countries and was 

designated Gangavadi or maybe Ganga Mandala 

by the ninth century.  

That the regional identity was intimately 

connected to the longstanding Ganga above 

lordship is actually suggested by the reality that 

even if the dynastic rivals of theirs, the 

Rastrakutas as well as Colas conquered this 

region it was currently referred to as Ganga 

Mandala. The Colas in point attempted to break 

the association by renaming the region as 

Mudigondasolamandalam. 
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II. STATE AND SOCIETY IN 

MEDIEVAL KARNATAKA 

The post Gupta period of Indian past is actually 

marked by the rise as well as development of a 

selection of regional powers across the nation, to 

which Medieval Karnataka was no different. The 

regional powers that had emerged in Medieval 

Karnataka during this particular period had been 

the outward exhibition of the development of 

regional countries too. Several of the powers 

couldn't concretize into states in the true sense of 

theirs, but can manage powers of the respective 

regional powers, but many of the time they'd to 

acknowledge the supremacy of the 

comparatively main powers. The Cholas and 

Pallavas were the 2 essential political powers 

existed in Medieval Karnataka during the period 

between 7th and 13th centuries. 

Pallavas 

The Pallavas of the Kanchi were the best 

important among the dynasties of the Medieval 

Karnataka. The pallavas emerged in Medieval 

Karnataka of the center of the 6th century AD. 

In the beginning they developed strength in the 

area known as Tondaimandalam' in course of 

time they extended the authority of theirs over in 

comprehensive place covering much more than 

Southern Andhrapradesh and tamil Nadu. 

Kanchi was the capital of theirs.  

The historical past of Pallavas till the period of 

Simhavishnu is actually engulfed in obscurity. 

They appear to have ruled for a period of 200 

years before Simhavishnu came to the scene. 

Towards the conclusion of the 6th century AD 

with the accession of Simhavishnu, Pallavas 

attained grant political cultural achievement. He 

promises to have conquered the Pandyas and 

Cholas. He'd put as conclusion to the Kalabras 

incursion in to the Medieval Karnataka. 

Simhavishnu was succeeded by the son 

Mahendravarman of his. He was one of probably 

the greatest among the Pallava rulers. 

The Pallava kings built selection stone temples 

in the 8th and 7th centuries. Probably the most 

popular of them are the 7 ratha temples (7 

pagodas) found Mahabhalipuram. These were 

constructed in the 7th century by 

Narasimhavarma that created the city of 

Mahabhalipuram as Mamallapuram. This 

particular city is additionally known for the 

shore temples, that had been structural 

construction, put up independently, and not 

hewn out of any rock. The structural temples 

architecture of the Pallavas was patronized and 

favoured by Narasimhavarman II which 

substituted temples and bricks for stone. There 

were 6 temples belonging to this particular 

period. To the majority of prominent are actually 

the Vaikunta and Kailasanatha perumal temples 

at Kanchi as well as the shore temple at 

Mahabhalipuram. The architecture of the shore 

temples confirms the Dharma Raja Ratha within 

principles. The Kailasanath temple or perhaps 

Rajasimhawara temples will be the largest 

among the Pallavas temples. The excellent 

attribute of its is actually the pyramidal tower, 

the level roofed pillared hall, the Vestibule and 

the unrestrained lion pilaster. The Vaikunta 

perumal temples are actually probably the most 

mature example of the Pallava temple complex. 

The Chalukyas 

The rule of Chalukyas of Badani constitutes an 

outstanding epoch the story of Medieval 

Karnataka. Pulikesi I was the original ruler that 

laid the foundation of the Chalukyas dynasty. He 

made himself the master of Vatapi and 

established a kingdom. Pulikesi II was probably 

the greatest of Chalukyas king. He examined 

advance of Harsha and forced him to confine the 

kingdom of his in the North. As per Aihole 

inscription, Pulikesi II defeated a number of 
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regional powers just like the western Gangas, 

Kadampas, Malavas, Alupas, and also Gurares. 

Pallava-Chalukya conflict  

The political heritage of the Medieval Karnataka 

from the period of 6th century to 8th century is 

actually marked by the struggle for supremacy 

between the Pallavas of Chalukyas as well as 

Kanchi of Badami. The struggle was for the 

profession of the furtail land lying between 

Tungabhadra and Krishna. The Pallavas had 

conquered the neighbouring kingdom and then 

marched up to the boundary of the Chalukyas. 

The very first critical event in this particular 

conflict took place in the reign of 

Mahendravarman I in the start of the 7th 

century. He was defeated by the Chalukya ruler 

Pulikesi II and was provided the territory of 

Vengi; Narasimhavarman the subsequent 

Pallava ruler defeated Pulikesi II and also 

captured Vatapi in capital of the 

Chalukyas.Pulikesi II was killed and 

Narasimhavarman got the title Vatapi kondan. 

The conflict between the 2 kingdoms was 

resumed in the very first one half of the 8th 

century AD. The Chalukya king Vikramadithya 

II believed to have over run Kanchi, the capital 

of Pallava. The Pallavas had been totally 

defeated by the Chalukyas. 

III. FACTORS OF 

HISTORIOGRAPHY  

Prof. Karashima rightly pays tributes to the 

innovators in historical studies as Prof. S. 

Krishna swami Prof and Aiyangar. Nilakanta 

Sastri who "vigorously produced an excellent a 

lot of the foundational works" and characterizes 

the period as "the very first golden age of 

Medieval Karnataka historical studies."Prof. 

Karashima's contribution to the historiography 

of the second period is actually valuable and 

impressive as might be noticed throughout the 

pages of the volumes. Because of the 

revolutionary approach of his including the 

usage of computerized methods and statistical 

analysis he's in a position to provide an amazing 

perspective on the improvement of Medieval 

Karnataka society during as well as after the 

Cola period which ushered in a brand new social 

formation underneath the Vijayanagar Nayaka 

rule. 

Prof. Karashima doesn't go along with the 

perspective that early as well as medieval 

Medieval Karnataka society followed Asiatic 

method of production. Also, he cautions against 

the "mechanical program of the idea of 

feudalism in the Medieval Karnataka context as 

has been carried out by scholars as D.N. Jha. He 

points out the numerous fallacies in the 

argument of theirs and observes that the amount 

of villages granted by rulers to Brahmins as well 

as temples was decisively in minority as well as 

states "it appears too hasty to take royal grants 

of villages as an evidence for a prevalence of 

serfdom or feudalism, unless we examine the 

conditions of the non grant villages". Typically 

Medieval Karnataka historiography became a 

neglected location in the national level 

historiography and also in historical works. 

Medieval Karnataka was referred to by the 

earlier colonialist or maybe nationalist historians 

only if its past was connected with the 

contemporary historical events of north India. 

Thus it was left to the Medieval Karnataka 

historians themselves to reconstruct the earlier 

history of medieval Karnataka in the 2nd half of 

the 19th century, they couldn't supply an 

extensive history of this particular part of India. 

IV. SOCIAL FACTORS OF 

MEDIEVAL KARNATKA 

Social Condition 

Farming was the primary occupation of the 

individuals. The agriculturists had been provided 

all assistance by the state for carrying on 
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cultivation. Remissions of taxes were created in 

times of disappointment as well as famine of 

crops. Trade, both inland and overseas, was 

vigorously carried on. The ports of the empire 

carried on brisk trade. The Amuktamalyada 

advises the king to encourage foreign merchants. 

Overseas trade was primarily in the hands of the 

Arabs and also the Portuguese but Indian 

merchants also owned ships and traded with 

Ormuz, China, Sri Lanka, etc. Spices as pepper, 

etc., betel leaves, salt, precious metals, cotton, 

ginger, had been the chief articles of trade. 

There was a lot of manufacturing exercise of the 

empire. Industries had been organized around 

guilds. Diamond mining flourished. There 

seemed to be a flourishing textile sector. Many 

manufacturing arts flourished in the city of 

Vijayanagar. Precious stones had been 

purchased in the bazaars of the city. There were 

additionally typical fairs. Shipbuilding was 

furthermore carried on. There were silver and 

gold coins in blood circulation. The chief gold 

coin was Varaha 

Animal food was ingested on a big scale. Silk as 

well as satin had been primarily used for dress. 

Wool was rarely used. Perfumes, flowers as well 

as ornaments were additionally mostly used. 

Dances as well as music had been extremely 

cultivated. Astrologers as well as snake 

charmers were a common sight. There were a lot 

of such amusements as wrestling, gambling, 

cock fight as well as fencing. Polygamy 

prevailed as well as the kings had the big harams 

of theirs. Slavery as well as Sati had been among 

the social evils which prevailed. 

Literature in medieval India  

The rulers' prompted Sanskrit, Tamil, Kannada 

and Telungu literature as well as languages. 

During the early period Sayana of its published 

commentaries of the Vedas. King Bukka I 

encouraged Telungu literature. He provided 

safety to an excellent Telungu poet Nachan 

soma, king Devaraja II provided court patronage 

to 30 4 poets. King Krishna deva Raya made 

totally free Telungu from the impact of Sanskrit 

language and this also opened method for 

independent writings called Prabhanda. The 

court of his was graced 8 prominent poets called 

Ashtadiggajs like Pedanna, Besides Telungu he 

patronized scholars of Tamil as well as Kannada 

too. Consequently the principle of Krishna deva 

Raya marked the zenith of the progress of 

different literatures. He himself was a scholar 

and patronized numerous scholars at the court of 

his. Of the Vijayanagara period outstanding 

Texts on religion philosophy, music etc, drama, 

grammar, were grown. Fine arts as music, dance 

& painting made improvement. 

Architecture and art  

It's among the most crucial historical as well as 

architectural websites of the medieval period. 

The remains of the city show, probably the finest 

as well as the majority of distinctive groups of 

structures of the Vijayanagara architecture. It 

was a considerable city with several big scale 

structures made of granite and deep green 

chlorite stone. The city had palaces, temples, 

intensive water works, elephant stables etc. The 

Vijayanagara kings developed many temples 

that are the very best specimens of Hindu 

architecture. The temple of Vithala built by 

Krishnadevaraya, has been referred to as 

probably the finest structures of the sorts of its in 

southern India. Vijayanagara Empire was that 

the art of building massive and tall gopuram. 

Several of the rulers also built mandapas with 

the temples which had been viewed as probably 

a finest specimen of architecture. 

V.  CONCLUSION 

We concluding this particular paper with the 

confidence perception & trust of art, tradition, 

custom, culture, religion, and also the living 
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legend of historic eras, as well as getting the 

motivational of the individuals of Medieval 

India. The Medieval ruler of Medieval 

Karnataka known as Pallavas, Chalukyas as well 

as Cholas Dynasties, ruled from 6th century to 

13th century. The Pallavas, Cholas and 

Chalukyas made a substantial individual stone 

structure developing particularly temples. The 

Bhakti motion of sixteenth and fourteenth 

generations developed into 2 streams; saguna 

and nirguna. The medieval period saw the 

growth of Urdu. This particular period saw the 

rise of the existing day Marathi, Tamil, Telugu, 

Malayalam and Kannada in the south as well as 

Assamese, Bengali, Khari-Boli or Hindi, Gujrati 

and Punjabi languages in the Southern and 

northern India. The Cholas conquered areas of 

Indonesia as well as Bengal. They introduced 

democratic institutions at village amount. 

General the Medieval India started as well as 

flourished a great range of religion, culture, 

custom, tradition, and art also all through the 

centuries after centuries. 
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